
TEXAS RACING COMMISSION 
P .0. Box 12080 

Austin, TX 78711-2080 
(512) 833-6699

April 14, 2022 

Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority 
ATIN: Lisa Lazarus 
401 West Main Street, Suite 222 
Lexington, KY 40507 

Re: HISA Voluntary Implementation Agreements 

Dear Ms. Lazarus: 

Via Certified Mail Return Receipt Requested   
via email feedback@hisaus.org and 
john@rrrfirm.com

The mission of the Texas Racing Commission is to ensure the safety and integrity of pari-mutuel horseracing 
in the State of Texas. As the government agency charged with the protection of the horses, licensed 
participants and the public that engage in and attend the sport in Texas, we agree that increased uniformity of 
safety standards among the states is an appropriate direction for the future of the sport. However, the Texas 
Racing Act1 passed by our state legislature is the only authority our agency is obligated to follow to license 
participants and regulate horseracing in the State of Texas. 

On March 27, 2022, the agency received correspondence from HISA Board member, Tom DiPasquale, with 
the attached draft "voluntary" agreement, stating the FTC 2000 series rules, taking effect on July 1, 2022, and 
governing racetrack safety and accreditation, provide in certain rules that the state commissions may volunteer 
to work with HISA to oversee implementation. 

Our agency does not have the legal authority to volunteer to enforce federal statutes, nor the resources to 
assist you, even if we were enabled to do so. I have proposed, and again direct your attention to a viable 
alternative solution that may work for all racing commissions: a federal-state cooperative agreement grant 
program. This solution is a truly effective partnership answers the resourcing question we are all struggling 
with: How to create uniform standards given the resource constrained environment many racing commissions 
are facing? You can review the full proposed alternative solution in our FTC Comment filed on March 3, 2022.2 

For the reasons stated above, the Texas Racing Commission declines to enter into a voluntary implementation 
agreement with the Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority. 

&,.dlbL 
Executive Director 

Enclosure (copy of HISA voluntary agreement) 

cc: Texas Racing Commission Commissioners 

1 See the Texas Racing Act, codified in Subtitle A-1, Title 13, Texas Occupations Code
2 https:/twww.regulations.gov/commenVFTC-2022-0014-0006 














