BEFORE THE
TEXAS RACI NG COW SSI ON
AUSTI N, TEXAS

COW SSI ON MEETI NG
FEBRUARY 16, 2017

BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above entitled matter
cane on for hearing on the 16th day of February, 2017,
begi nning at 10:30 A M at 2105 Kranmer Lane, Austin,
Travis County, Texas, and the follow ng proceedi ngs
were reported by SHERRI SANTMAN FI SHER, Certified

Short hand Reporter for the State of Texas.
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APPEARANCES

Conmi ssi oners: JOHAN T. STEEN, |11
RONALD F. EDERER
GLORI A HI CKS
GARY P. ABER
NADI NE PHI LLPOTTS
A. CYNTH A LEON
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norning. The
to call today’

to order.

Martin? Conmm

Vi ce- Chai r man

CHAI RVAN STEEN. All right. Good
time is now 10:30. At this time I'd |like

s neeting of the Texas Raci ng Comm ssion

Mary, could you please call the roll?
M5. VWELCH. Conmi ssioner Gary Aber?
COW SSI ONER ABER:  Her e.

M5. VWELCH. Conmi ssioner doria H cks?
COW SSI ONER HI CKS:  Here.

M5. VWELCH. Conmi ssioner Cynthia Leon?
M5. LEON: Here.

M5. WELCH: Conm ssi oner Margar et
ssioner Nadi ne Phillpotts?

MS. PHI LLPOITS: Here.

M5. WELCH: Conmi ssi oner Robert Schm dt?
Ron Ederer?

VI CE- CHAI RVAN EDERER:  Her e.

M5. WELCH: Chairman John Steen?

CHAl RVAN STEEN:  Here.

Do we have a quorunf

M5. WELCH: Yes, sir, we do.

CHAl RMAN STEEN: Thank you.

| first want to say that |I'm honored and

grateful for the opportunity to be appoi nted presiding

of ficer of the Conmi ssion. |'ve enjoyed working with
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everyone, all the industry and staff and the
Comm ssi oners over the past few years, and | | ook
forward to continuing that work. | also want to thank
Rol ando Pabl os for his service and wish himluck in his
new position as Secretary of State.

ItemIl, public comment. Devon, has
anyone signed up?

M5. BI JANSKY: No, sir.

CHAIl RMAN STEEN: Item 111, general
busi ness. The first itemunder general business is a
report by Conm ssioner Hi cks.

Comm ssi oner Hi cks, good norni ng.

COW SSI ONER HI CKS: Good nor ni ng.

CHAI RVAN STEEN: | understand you went to
the Valley Race Park to see the |ive neet.

COW SSI ONER HI CKS: | did.

CHAl RMAN STEEN: What can you tell us?

COW SSI ONER HI CKS: | did.

| asked to have a few m nutes because |
t hi nk we need sonething happy in the racing industry.
And | did drive down to Harlingen to the Valley
racetrack and was there for the Sunday mati nee. And
when | drove in, it was real clean and real neat.
There were about 300 people there that day and they

were all real excited. They were w nter Texans and
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| ocal peopl e.

| went inside and | was there for the
wei gh-in of the dogs and the vet check. And there are
500 dogs there. And | know that's a |lot and you don't
t hi nk about that nmany being at a race, but there were.
It was a wonderful experience.

| went to the kennels, to John Dalton's

and several kennels. They were so clean and the dogs

were so happy. | went into the turnout areas.
Everything was just great. And | -- | was so
| npressed. The track surface was good. | enjoyed it,

bei ng the greyhound person, because | guess nost people
woul dn't go out and wal k on the track, but it was -- it
was really great.

The peopl e were happy. One gentl eman
told ne he made 57,000 net the week before. So this --
this really has worked. And the greyhound industry
canme together with this plan. And | know Sally has got
the next nmeet in Novenber. And it's working for the
people and they're all happy about it. And the dogs,
|"'mtelling you they're just wonderful. They're very
wel | cared for.

There were eight races that day and that
nmeans that, you know, the dogs were out on the track

and the people were real excited and happy. They
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wanted it to continue. They said "If there's any way
you can get themto just keep this up until we go
home, " because there were people fromPittsburgh and
from Nebraska, fromall over. And they were having
such a good tine.

And so it's really working and | think
t he whole plan worked. And |I'm so proud of the
greyhound industry, that they cane together with this
plan and that they're racing in Texas, it has not died,
which | think we all thought when Gulf closed. So it's
really doing well. The dogs are doing well at the
farm

One thing that was interesting, this was
a mai den race for these dogs. And they cane there.
They had only raced at the farns. So when they
started, they had never been at a track. And when |
saw them they were athletes. | nean, those dogs knew
the drill. They knew what to do. They were so happy.

And so it was really quite interesting.
So if you ever get a chance to go when Sally opens,
pl ease do. It's an amazing thing and it's a good thing

for the industry.

That's it.
CHAl RVAN STEEN: Thank you, Ms. Hi cks.
The next itemis Agenda ItemllIl-B-1,
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budget and fi nance updat e.

Adri anne Courtney, would you give us the

updat e?

M5. COURTNEY: Good norni ng,
Conmmi ssioners. |'m Adrianne Courtney, chief financial
of ficer.

On pages five through 10 of your agenda
packet is the agency's fiscal year 2017 operating
budget reflecting revenue collection and expendi tures
t hrough Decenber 31st.

Wth 33 percent of the year conpl eted,

t he agency has col |l ected approximately two mllion, or
44. 3 percent, of projected revenue and has expended 2.4
mllion, or 28.6 percent, of our budgeted

expendi t ures.

|'"d also like to give you an update of
the agency's '18-'19 | egislative appropriations
request. The LAR, with all of the requested
exceptional itens approved by the Comm ssion at the
August Conm ssion neeting, was recommended by the
Legi sl ati ve Budget Board and is included in both the
I ntroduced Senate and House bills.

There's one difference between the House
and the Senate bill. The Senate bill increased the

Texas-bred appropriations to the '16-'17 base | evel of
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3.4 mllion. The House version maintains the
Texas-bred appropriation at 3.3 mllion which was
submtted in the LAR and recommended by the LBB.

|'d be happy to answer any questions you
may have.

CHAl RMAN STEEN:. Conmi ssi oners, any
guestions?

VI CE- CHAI RMAN EDERER: Was there a budget
neeting yesterday -- Tuesday?

M5. COURTNEY: |t was Tuesday.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN EDERER:  Tuesday.

M5. COURTNEY: The Senate Fi nance
Comm ttee, yes.

VI CE- CHAl RMVAN EDERER: And that all went
wel | .

M5. COURTNEY: It went very well, yes.

CHAl RVAN STEEN:  Anybody el se?

Thank you.

The next itemis Agenda Itemll|-B-2,
report on wagering statistics.

Curl ey Trahan?

MR. TRAHAN: Good norning, M. Chairnan,
Conmm ssi oners.

On pages 11 through 13 of your neeting

materials is the conparison report on the wagering
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statistics for the period of January 1 through January
29 for cal endar years 2016 and 2017.

For the reporting period, total wagering
activities at both the horse racetracks and the
greyhound racetracks showed an i ncrease over 2016 of
1.87 percent and 6.54 percent, respectively. Overal
total wagers placed in Texas decreased by 0.61 percent,
whil e total wagers placed on Texas races increased by
7.81 percent.

|'d be happy to answer any questions you

may have.

CHAl RVAN STEEN:  Any questi ons?

Thank you.

MR. TRAHAN. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN STEEN: The next itemis Agenda
Iltem111-B-3, inspection and enforcenent reports.

Ji m Bl odgett ?

MR BLODGETT: M. Chairman,
Comm ssi oners, good norni ng.

Comm ssi oners, your racetrack inspection
report is provided for your review on page 14 of your
materials. This report lists two m nor pending
| nspections issued at Sam Houston Race Park. They're
awaiting followup inspection by staff.

These issues invol ved a handi capped
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restroomrepair and a nutuel programm ng issue. |'ve
been assured by the Sam Houst on managenent that they
bot h have been resol ved and are just awaiting

rei nspecti on.

Comm ssioners, Lone Star Park recently
concluded its Quarter Horse neet and Retanm Park
concluded its Thoroughbred neet. The ruling activities
for those neets are listed on pages 15 and 16 of your
materials. In nost respects, the nunber and types of
rulings were typical. However, the reports do reflect
one serious issue that 1'd like to bring to your
attention.

You'll see on the report that there were
five met hanphetam ne rulings for racehorses at Lone
Star Park and one at Retama Park. These are serious
Class 1 violations that call for penalties on the
trainer of up to a year's suspension and a
10, 000-dol lar fine and the |l oss of purse. And that's
I f these were first-tinme violations. For subsequent
second and additional violations of this nature, they
have a far greater penalty. Wth trainers, they can be
penalized up to a five-year suspension and $25, 000 and
| oss of purse.

You first becanme aware of these positives

duri ng our August Conm ssion neeting when we reported a
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nunmber of drug human positives for nethanphetam ne and
Comm ssi oner Aber asked if they were al so appearing in
horses. At that tine, because these were still being
adj udi cated and hadn't reached a final step in our
process wth the hearings, | was unable to provide nuch
i nformation, but | am-- now that the cases are final,

| can give you a conplete report.

The nmet hanphet am ne positives began
appearing for the first tine during the Lone Star Park
Thor oughbred neet which runs fromApril to July. Wat
was di fferent about these positives is they were
appearing in urine only and at extraordinarily | ow
| evel s that were just above the |imt of detection.

The positives were also comng fromtrainers who had
| ong histories of no or very limted and m nor drug
positives.

Staff undertook a very rigorous
I nvestigation in an attenpt to determ ne the source of
t he net hanphetam ne drug at that point. W intervi ewed
the trainers and groons to see if they knew where the
drugs were potentially comng from W searched the
af fected barns and handl ers' vehicles, race ani nals.

We conducted drug testing on all groons who had handl ed
the horses and al so tested the gate crew.

W tested staff barn -- the test barn
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staff to ensure that we didn't have soneone

contam nating the sanples fromthat end. And we even
went to the extent of testing the shipping containers
that would go to the lab to ensure that we didn't have
a problemw th contam nated shi ppi ng containers. W
collected test sanples fromthe feed fromthe affected
bar ns.

We consulted with DPS to see if they had
any insights or recommendations at that point in tine.
We consulted with other jurisdictions and found that
several had the sane problem |In fact, the RMIC,
because of what the industry was considering a
cross-contam nation issue with regards to
net hanphet am ne, they recently prepared an educati onal
brochure ainmed at assisting horsenen to elimnate or at
| east m nimze contam nation. And we've placed a copy
of that brochure on each -- in each one of your
materials that were provided.

In the end, we were unable to draw a firm
conclusion as to the source of the drug. W did have a
coupl e of groons test positive for nethanphetam ne. W
al so had one nenber of the gate crew at Lone Star Park
that resigned rather than take a drug test for us. So
It was possible that these positives were the result of

human cont am nati on, but there was absolutely no way of
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determning for sure that that was the source of the
drug.

As a result, the executive director
| ssued an anendnent to the penalty guidelines that
provide the stewards with the discretion to reduce or
elimnate the fine and suspensi on whenever a positive
test could be the result of incidental human
contam nation rather than intentional adm nistration.

The factors that the stewards considered
to exercise that option were whether the prohibited
substance is one that was comonly used by humans,
i1l egal or otherw se, whether the prohibited substance
was found at very low levels in the urine and testing
di d not reveal presence in the blood or plasna.
However, in such cases, the stewards disqualified the
horses and adjusted the order of finish since it may
have been perceived as a conpetition advantage from a
smal | anpunt of drug.

The change to this penalty guideline is
i ntended to only be a tenporary neasure. It is our
goal to elimnate all sources of environnental
contam nation and to require trainers to take steps to
prevent such contam nati on.

Towards that end, staff has taken the

followi ng steps: W have inplenented a random dr ug
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testing programto test trainers, assistant trainers,
stabl e forenen, and groons. W' ve increased our
presence in the back -- in the stable areas at peak
tines. We're working closely with racetrack security
to i nprove control over a restricted area, including
tighter security at the gates and additional barn and
vehicle inspections. W've initiated a 1-800 tip |line
to collect anonynous reports of rule violations. W
are distributing the brochure that | nentioned earlier
to the horsenen

Comm ssi oners, we have submtted rule
proposal s which you'll consider today to increase the
penalty for first-tinme human drug positives to a
si x-nont h suspension froma 30-day suspensi on and
provided for |license revocation after a second
offense. The material that you'll hear today wll
require trainers to maintain an accurate list of their
enpl oyees with the licensing office, require the
racetracks to naintain a |l og of persons entering the
backsi de areas at off hours or after hours.

Once these i nprovenents are in place, ny
understanding is that the executive director intends to
put a normal policy back in place, including stiff
fines and suspensions for any level -- Class 1 |evel

dr ug.
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That concludes ny report and I'll try to
answer any questi ons.

CHAl RMAN STEEN: Any questions?

COW SSI ONER ABER:  That's very good.
And that's the main thing if we're going to i nprove on
it. And | think that's -- you all have done that and
so | think that's fantasti c.

VI CE- CHAI RMAN EDERER:  The rul e
proposal s, you've, of course, reviewed all of them and
you're very famliar with what the rul e proposal
changes.

MR BLODGETT: Yes, sir.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN EDERER:  Are they going to
be sufficient to assist you in your enforcenent?

MR, BLODGETT: | believe it's a good
start, Conmm ssioner. One --

VI CE- CHAl RMAN EDERER: A good start.

What do you nean a good start? Should there be nore?

MR BLODGETT: Well, | think this is
going to be an ongoing battle; and | think the nore
tools we can put in our tool belt, the better off we're
going to be to try to put a stop to this type of
activity at the track.

A pet peeve of mne, if you'll indul ge

that, was always that the suspension for a human drug
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positive of this nature required for the -- currently
requi res a 30-day suspension, counseling, and the groom
or whoever it was goes right back to work. The

trai ner, however, he can be suspended for up to a year
and be fined substantially, plus loss of purse. It

just didn't seemlike that was making a | ot of
difference to sone of the problem people that were
using. So | think that this rule that's before you
could very well nmeke an inpact on that |evel.

VI CE- CHAI RMAN EDERER:  So you support the
rul e proposals.

MR BLODGETT: Yes, sir.

CHAl RVAN STEEN:  Any ot her questions?

Thank you, Jim

(kay. Moving on to Agenda Itens | V-A-1
through 8, rule proposals, I'd like to recognize Mark
Fenner .

Mar k, can you |lay these out?

MR. FENNER: Yes, sir.

Comm ssioners, the change to the first
proposal, which is 309. 154, Stable or Kennel Area, is
based on an RClI nodel rule that would require racetrack
security to maintain a witten log of all individuals
who are accessing the backsi de between m dni ght and

5:00 a.m and also to provide a copy of that witten
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| og to the investigator.

Staff requested this change in order to
better track and control access to the restricted areas
of the stable and kennel area.

There are two changes proposed to
311.104, the trainers rule. The first would require
trainers to maintain a list of current enployees wth
the licensing office and to notify the |icensing office
of any changes when they either initiate or learn of a
change in their enpl oyees.

We requested this in order to be able to
conduct random drug testing of enpl oyees of the
trai ners and everybody who's connected with a
particul ar horse.

The second change to this rule would
require trainers whose |icenses have been suspended,
revoked, or denied to notify the owners of the change
in their license. This is also consistent wth an RC
nodel rule and it's to ensure that the owners are
pronptly notified whenever a trainer is unable to
continue training their horses.

The change to 311. 105, the jockey rule,
that's based on an RClI nodel rule and it would require
t hat people weigh no nore than 130 pounds in order to

get a jockey's license. Now, this is because jockeys
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wei ghi ng over 130 pounds are not eligible to ride, so
we want to ensure that people who are not actually
eligible to race don't get access to the backside and
al so aren't naned as riders on horses, because they're
not eligible to ride.

The changes to 311. 302, 304, and 308 al
relate to human drug testing. And what this would do
Is this would increase the suspension for a first-tine
human drug positive or for a test refusal fromthe
current level of a 30-day suspension to a six-nonth
suspension. It also provides for the |icense to be
revoked if they have a second positive or if they
refuse a second test. Finally, the changes do nake a
techni cal correction relating to how the test specinens
are docunent ed.

The change to 313.501 relates to training
facility licenses which currently expire on Decenber 31
of each cal endar year. Now, this is inconsistent with
the way we treat other types of occupational |icenses.
And because, you know, it's providing for licenses to
expire at the end of the cal endar year, it provides a
financial disincentive for training facilities to
cone -- the later in the year, the less likely they are
to try and get a |icense.

So what we're going to do is nake this
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change so that they expire at the end of the nonth one
year after the license is issued. And this is
consistent wwth how we treat other occupati onal
| i censes and nmaking this change will renove any
financial disincentive related to the expiration date.

Finally, the change to Rule 315.1 would
address greyhound racing officials and particularly
racetrack superintendents. Currently the horse rules
provi de that racetrack superintendents are racing
officials, but it doesn't do that for greyhound
racetracks. This proposal would nake those rules
consistent. It would add the greyhound track
superintendent as a race official. And this wll help
us to ensure that the track is nmaintained by qualified
associ ation staff.

Now, each of these proposals were
di scussed at the rules commttee's neeting on January
31. No attendee expressed opposition to any of these
proposals. After discussion, the commttee authorized
us to bring this to the full Conm ssion for discussion
and consideration. And staff recommends publishing the
proposal s for public comment.

CHAI RMAN STEEN: Conmi ssi oners, any
guestions? Rules conmttee nenbers, anything to add?

VI CE- CHAl RVAN EDERER: Just | agree with
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what Mark has just said. It was fully discussed.
Public comment was avail able. There was sone public
comment. But the industry definitely supports the rule
proposal s and we recomend that they be published in
t he Texas Regi ster.

CHAl RMAN STEEN. Devon, has anyone si gned
up to speak on this?

M5. BI JANSKY: No, sir.

CHAl RMAN STEEN. Ckay. Then I'1]
entertain a notion to publish Agenda Item|V-A-1

through 8 in the Texas Regi ster for public comment.

COW SSIONER H CKS:  1'l1 make the
not i on.

CHAI RMAN STEEN: A notion by Commi ssi oner
Hi cks.

M5. LEON: 1'Il second it.

CHAI RMAN STEEN: Second, Conm ssi oner
Leon.

Any di scussi on?

Ckay. For a vote, all in favor please
signify by saying aye.

COW SSI ONERS:  Aye.

CHAl RMAN STEEN: Any opposed?

The notion carri es.

Al right. Myving to Agenda Itens |V-B-1
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t hrough 9, rule adoptions, Mark, would you lay these
out, please?

MR. FENNER  Yes, sir.

Each of the follow ng proposals were
publ i shed for public comment in the Decenber 9th
edition of the Texas Register. The Comm ssion did not
receive any conments in response.

The changes to Rule 301.1, Definitions,
and to 311.104, Trainers, would adopt first a
definition of a paper/programtrainer just based on the
RCI nodel rules. It also anends 311.104 to nmeke the
practice of working as a programtrainer and also of an
owner namng a programtrainer on an entry form as
bei ng i nconsi stent with maintaining the honesty and
integrity of racing and as a detrinental practice.

Now, this will allow the Comm ssion to
excl ude these licensees who violate the rules fromthe
racetracks and also allow the stewards to fine and
suspend or even revoke the licenses of programtrainers
and of the participating owners.

The change in Subsection (b) of 307.62,
which is the disciplinary action rule, would specify
t he net hods by which the agency nust provide notice of
stewards' and judges' hearings. The proposed nethods

are by hand delivery, by both certified and regul ar
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mail, and by electronic mail if the recei pt can be
verified. The change also clarifies that nonappearance
by a |icensee to whomthe notice has been given under
this section is a waiver of the right to a hearing.

The next change is the addition of new
Subsection (j), Discovery, to 307.62, which would
formalize the procedures by which the parties woul d
exchange information prior to a disciplinary hearing.

The change to 321.2, Odds Mani pul ati on,
woul d correct an incorrect citation wwthin the rule
that's to another rule.

The change to 321.11, Access to Magnetic
Medi a, updates outnoded references to magnetic nedi a
and changes it to a nore current, quote, "renovable
el ectroni c nedi a".

Finally, the changes to 321.35, 41, and
42 deal with the oversight of outstanding tickets and
vouchers that was required when the outs were a source
of agency revenue. Now that the associations retain
this revenue, these strict oversight tools are no
| onger needed, so the changes del ete those provisions,
but they still retain the authority for the executive
director to protect the patrons if there's a dispute
over whether a claimshould be paid or not.

These were di scussed at the rul es
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commttee neeting and the staff recomends adopti on.

M5. LEON: No comment was received?

MR. FENNER  No opposition.

M5. LEON. No opposition from any
source?

MR. FENNER  That's correct.

VI CE- CHAl RMVAN EDERER:  Everyt hi ng went
just fine. And | would like to thank and recogni ze
the -- Conmm ssioner Aber is always at the rules
neetings and contri butes considerably, as does the
Conptrol ler's office, and we appreciate it.

We recommend adopti on.

CHAl RMAN STEEN. Devon, has anyone si gned
up to speak?

M5. BI JANSKY: No, sir.

CHAI RVMAN STEEN: |I'Il entertain a notion
to adopt the proposals in Agenda Itens |IV-B-1 through 9
as published in the Texas Register.

VI CE- CHAI RVAN EDERER:  So nove.

CHAl RMAN STEEN: A notion by Vice-Chair
Ederer.

COMM SSI ONER HI CKS:  Second.

CHAI RMAN STEEN: Seconded by Comm ssi oner
Hi cks.

Any di scussi on?
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Ckay. Let's take it up for a vote. All

I n favor please signify by saying aye.

COW SSI ONERS:  Aye.

CHAl RMVAN STEEN:  Any opposed?

The notion carries.

There is no executive session today.

Qur next neeting is scheduled for April

11, subject to change as necessary to accommobdate the

Legi sl at ure.

The tine is now 10:56. Wth all business

concl uded, we are now adjourned. Thank you.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 10:56 a.m)
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STATE OF TEXAS )
COUNTY OF TRAVIS )

|, SHERRI SANTMAN FI SHER, a Certified Shorthand
Reporter in and for the State of Texas, do hereby
certify that the above-captioned matter canme on for
hearing before the TEXAS RACI NG COW SSI ON as
her ei nbefore set out.

| FURTHER CERTI FY that the proceedi ngs of said
hearing were reported by ne, accurately reduced to
typewiting under ny supervision and control and, after
bei ng so reduced, were filed with the TEXAS RACI NG
COW SSI ON.

G VEN UNDER MY OFFI Cl AL HAND OF OFFI CE at Austi n,
Texas, this day of February, 2017.

e M

SHERRI SANTMAN FI SHER, Texas CSR 2336
Expiration Date: 12-31-17

Kennedy Reporting Service, Inc.

Firm Registration No. 276

555 Round Rock West Drive

Building E, Suite 202

Round Rock, Texas 78681

(512) 474-2233

Job No. 17026
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         1                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  All right.  Good

 

         2  morning.  The time is now 10:30.  At this time I'd like

 

         3  to call today's meeting of the Texas Racing Commission

 

         4  to order.

 

         5                Mary, could you please call the roll?

 

         6                MS. WELCH:  Commissioner Gary Aber?

 

         7                COMMISSIONER ABER:  Here.

 

         8                MS. WELCH:  Commissioner Gloria Hicks?

 

         9                COMMISSIONER HICKS:  Here.

 

        10                MS. WELCH:  Commissioner Cynthia Leon?

 

        11                MS. LEON:  Here.

 

        12                MS. WELCH:  Commissioner Margaret

 

        13  Martin?  Commissioner Nadine Phillpotts?

 

        14                MS. PHILLPOTTS:  Here.

 

        15                MS. WELCH:  Commissioner Robert Schmidt?

 

        16  Vice-Chairman Ron Ederer?

 

        17                VICE-CHAIRMAN EDERER:  Here.

 

        18                MS. WELCH:  Chairman John Steen?

 

        19                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  Here.

 

        20                Do we have a quorum?

 

        21                MS. WELCH:  Yes, sir, we do.

 

        22                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  Thank you.

 

        23                I first want to say that I'm honored and

 

        24  grateful for the opportunity to be appointed presiding

 

        25  officer of the Commission.  I've enjoyed working with
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         1  everyone, all the industry and staff and the

 

         2  Commissioners over the past few years, and I look

 

         3  forward to continuing that work.  I also want to thank

 

         4  Rolando Pablos for his service and wish him luck in his

 

         5  new position as Secretary of State.

 

         6                Item II, public comment.  Devon, has

 

         7  anyone signed up?

 

         8                MS. BIJANSKY:  No, sir.

 

         9                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  Item III, general

 

        10  business.  The first item under general business is a

 

        11  report by Commissioner Hicks.

 

        12                Commissioner Hicks, good morning.

 

        13                COMMISSIONER HICKS:  Good morning.

 

        14                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  I understand you went to

 

        15  the Valley Race Park to see the live meet.

 

        16                COMMISSIONER HICKS:  I did.

 

        17                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  What can you tell us?

 

        18                COMMISSIONER HICKS:  I did.

 

        19                I asked to have a few minutes because I

 

        20  think we need something happy in the racing industry.

 

        21  And I did drive down to Harlingen to the Valley

 

        22  racetrack and was there for the Sunday matinee.  And

 

        23  when I drove in, it was real clean and real neat.

 

        24  There were about 300 people there that day and they

 

        25  were all real excited.  They were winter Texans and
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         1  local people.

 

         2                I went inside and I was there for the

 

         3  weigh-in of the dogs and the vet check.  And there are

 

         4  500 dogs there.  And I know that's a lot and you don't

 

         5  think about that many being at a race, but there were.

 

         6  It was a wonderful experience.

 

         7                I went to the kennels, to John Dalton's

 

         8  and several kennels.  They were so clean and the dogs

 

         9  were so happy.  I went into the turnout areas.

 

        10  Everything was just great.  And I -- I was so

 

        11  impressed.  The track surface was good.  I enjoyed it,

 

        12  being the greyhound person, because I guess most people

 

        13  wouldn't go out and walk on the track, but it was -- it

 

        14  was really great.

 

        15                The people were happy.  One gentleman

 

        16  told me he made 57,000 net the week before.  So this --

 

        17  this really has worked.  And the greyhound industry

 

        18  came together with this plan.  And I know Sally has got

 

        19  the next meet in November.  And it's working for the

 

        20  people and they're all happy about it.  And the dogs,

 

        21  I'm telling you they're just wonderful.  They're very

 

        22  well cared for.

 

        23                There were eight races that day and that

 

        24  means that, you know, the dogs were out on the track

 

        25  and the people were real excited and happy.  They
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         1  wanted it to continue.  They said "If there's any way

 

         2  you can get them to just keep this up until we go

 

         3  home," because there were people from Pittsburgh and

 

         4  from Nebraska, from all over.  And they were having

 

         5  such a good time.

 

         6                And so it's really working and I think

 

         7  the whole plan worked.  And I'm so proud of the

 

         8  greyhound industry, that they came together with this

 

         9  plan and that they're racing in Texas, it has not died,

 

        10  which I think we all thought when Gulf closed.  So it's

 

        11  really doing well.  The dogs are doing well at the

 

        12  farm.

 

        13                One thing that was interesting, this was

 

        14  a maiden race for these dogs.  And they came there.

 

        15  They had only raced at the farms.  So when they

 

        16  started, they had never been at a track.  And when I

 

        17  saw them, they were athletes.  I mean, those dogs knew

 

        18  the drill.  They knew what to do.  They were so happy.

 

        19                And so it was really quite interesting.

 

        20  So if you ever get a chance to go when Sally opens,

 

        21  please do.  It's an amazing thing and it's a good thing

 

        22  for the industry.

 

        23                That's it.

 

        24                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  Thank you, Ms. Hicks.

 

        25                The next item is Agenda Item III-B-1,
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         1  budget and finance update.

 

         2                Adrianne Courtney, would you give us the

 

         3  update?

 

         4                MS. COURTNEY:  Good morning,

 

         5  Commissioners.  I'm Adrianne Courtney, chief financial

 

         6  officer.

 

         7                On pages five through 10 of your agenda

 

         8  packet is the agency's fiscal year 2017 operating

 

         9  budget reflecting revenue collection and expenditures

 

        10  through December 31st.

 

        11                With 33 percent of the year completed,

 

        12  the agency has collected approximately two million, or

 

        13  44.3 percent, of projected revenue and has expended 2.4

 

        14  million, or 28.6 percent, of our budgeted

 

        15  expenditures.

 

        16                I'd also like to give you an update of

 

        17  the agency's '18-'19 legislative appropriations

 

        18  request.  The LAR, with all of the requested

 

        19  exceptional items approved by the Commission at the

 

        20  August Commission meeting, was recommended by the

 

        21  Legislative Budget Board and is included in both the

 

        22  introduced Senate and House bills.

 

        23                There's one difference between the House

 

        24  and the Senate bill.  The Senate bill increased the

 

        25  Texas-bred appropriations to the '16-'17 base level of
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         1  3.4 million.  The House version maintains the

 

         2  Texas-bred appropriation at 3.3 million which was

 

         3  submitted in the LAR and recommended by the LBB.

 

         4                I'd be happy to answer any questions you

 

         5  may have.

 

         6                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  Commissioners, any

 

         7  questions?

 

         8                VICE-CHAIRMAN EDERER:  Was there a budget

 

         9  meeting yesterday -- Tuesday?

 

        10                MS. COURTNEY:  It was Tuesday.

 

        11                VICE-CHAIRMAN EDERER:  Tuesday.

 

        12                MS. COURTNEY:  The Senate Finance

 

        13  Committee, yes.

 

        14                VICE-CHAIRMAN EDERER:  And that all went

 

        15  well.

 

        16                MS. COURTNEY:  It went very well, yes.

 

        17                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  Anybody else?

 

        18                Thank you.

 

        19                The next item is Agenda Item III-B-2,

 

        20  report on wagering statistics.

 

        21                Curley Trahan?

 

        22                MR. TRAHAN:  Good morning, Mr. Chairman,

 

        23  Commissioners.

 

        24                On pages 11 through 13 of your meeting

 

        25  materials is the comparison report on the wagering
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         1  statistics for the period of January 1 through January

 

         2  29 for calendar years 2016 and 2017.

 

         3                For the reporting period, total wagering

 

         4  activities at both the horse racetracks and the

 

         5  greyhound racetracks showed an increase over 2016 of

 

         6  1.87 percent and 6.54 percent, respectively.  Overall

 

         7  total wagers placed in Texas decreased by 0.61 percent,

 

         8  while total wagers placed on Texas races increased by

 

         9  7.81 percent.

 

        10                I'd be happy to answer any questions you

 

        11  may have.

 

        12                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  Any questions?

 

        13                Thank you.

 

        14                MR. TRAHAN:  Thank you.

 

        15                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  The next item is Agenda

 

        16  Item III-B-3, inspection and enforcement reports.

 

        17                Jim Blodgett?

 

        18                MR. BLODGETT:  Mr. Chairman,

 

        19  Commissioners, good morning.

 

        20                Commissioners, your racetrack inspection

 

        21  report is provided for your review on page 14 of your

 

        22  materials.  This report lists two minor pending

 

        23  inspections issued at Sam Houston Race Park.  They're

 

        24  awaiting follow-up inspection by staff.

 

        25                These issues involved a handicapped
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         1  restroom repair and a mutuel programming issue.  I've

 

         2  been assured by the Sam Houston management that they

 

         3  both have been resolved and are just awaiting

 

         4  reinspection.

 

         5                Commissioners, Lone Star Park recently

 

         6  concluded its Quarter Horse meet and Retama Park

 

         7  concluded its Thoroughbred meet.  The ruling activities

 

         8  for those meets are listed on pages 15 and 16 of your

 

         9  materials.  In most respects, the number and types of

 

        10  rulings were typical.  However, the reports do reflect

 

        11  one serious issue that I'd like to bring to your

 

        12  attention.

 

        13                You'll see on the report that there were

 

        14  five methamphetamine rulings for racehorses at Lone

 

        15  Star Park and one at Retama Park.  These are serious

 

        16  Class 1 violations that call for penalties on the

 

        17  trainer of up to a year's suspension and a

 

        18  10,000-dollar fine and the loss of purse.  And that's

 

        19  if these were first-time violations.  For subsequent

 

        20  second and additional violations of this nature, they

 

        21  have a far greater penalty.  With trainers, they can be

 

        22  penalized up to a five-year suspension and $25,000 and

 

        23  loss of purse.

 

        24                You first became aware of these positives

 

        25  during our August Commission meeting when we reported a
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         1  number of drug human positives for methamphetamine and

 

         2  Commissioner Aber asked if they were also appearing in

 

         3  horses.  At that time, because these were still being

 

         4  adjudicated and hadn't reached a final step in our

 

         5  process with the hearings, I was unable to provide much

 

         6  information, but I am -- now that the cases are final,

 

         7  I can give you a complete report.

 

         8                The methamphetamine positives began

 

         9  appearing for the first time during the Lone Star Park

 

        10  Thoroughbred meet which runs from April to July.  What

 

        11  was different about these positives is they were

 

        12  appearing in urine only and at extraordinarily low

 

        13  levels that were just above the limit of detection.

 

        14  The positives were also coming from trainers who had

 

        15  long histories of no or very limited and minor drug

 

        16  positives.

 

        17                Staff undertook a very rigorous

 

        18  investigation in an attempt to determine the source of

 

        19  the methamphetamine drug at that point.  We interviewed

 

        20  the trainers and grooms to see if they knew where the

 

        21  drugs were potentially coming from.  We searched the

 

        22  affected barns and handlers' vehicles, race animals.

 

        23  We conducted drug testing on all grooms who had handled

 

        24  the horses and also tested the gate crew.

 

        25                We tested staff barn -- the test barn
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         1  staff to ensure that we didn't have someone

 

         2  contaminating the samples from that end.  And we even

 

         3  went to the extent of testing the shipping containers

 

         4  that would go to the lab to ensure that we didn't have

 

         5  a problem with contaminated shipping containers.  We

 

         6  collected test samples from the feed from the affected

 

         7  barns.

 

         8                We consulted with DPS to see if they had

 

         9  any insights or recommendations at that point in time.

 

        10  We consulted with other jurisdictions and found that

 

        11  several had the same problem.  In fact, the RMTC,

 

        12  because of what the industry was considering a

 

        13  cross-contamination issue with regards to

 

        14  methamphetamine, they recently prepared an educational

 

        15  brochure aimed at assisting horsemen to eliminate or at

 

        16  least minimize contamination.  And we've placed a copy

 

        17  of that brochure on each -- in each one of your

 

        18  materials that were provided.

 

        19                In the end, we were unable to draw a firm

 

        20  conclusion as to the source of the drug.  We did have a

 

        21  couple of grooms test positive for methamphetamine.  We

 

        22  also had one member of the gate crew at Lone Star Park

 

        23  that resigned rather than take a drug test for us.  So

 

        24  it was possible that these positives were the result of

 

        25  human contamination, but there was absolutely no way of
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         1  determining for sure that that was the source of the

 

         2  drug.

 

         3                As a result, the executive director

 

         4  issued an amendment to the penalty guidelines that

 

         5  provide the stewards with the discretion to reduce or

 

         6  eliminate the fine and suspension whenever a positive

 

         7  test could be the result of incidental human

 

         8  contamination rather than intentional administration.

 

         9                The factors that the stewards considered

 

        10  to exercise that option were whether the prohibited

 

        11  substance is one that was commonly used by humans,

 

        12  illegal or otherwise, whether the prohibited substance

 

        13  was found at very low levels in the urine and testing

 

        14  did not reveal presence in the blood or plasma.

 

        15  However, in such cases, the stewards disqualified the

 

        16  horses and adjusted the order of finish since it may

 

        17  have been perceived as a competition advantage from a

 

        18  small amount of drug.

 

        19                The change to this penalty guideline is

 

        20  intended to only be a temporary measure.  It is our

 

        21  goal to eliminate all sources of environmental

 

        22  contamination and to require trainers to take steps to

 

        23  prevent such contamination.

 

        24                Towards that end, staff has taken the

 

        25  following steps:  We have implemented a random drug
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         1  testing program to test trainers, assistant trainers,

 

         2  stable foremen, and grooms.  We've increased our

 

         3  presence in the back -- in the stable areas at peak

 

         4  times.  We're working closely with racetrack security

 

         5  to improve control over a restricted area, including

 

         6  tighter security at the gates and additional barn and

 

         7  vehicle inspections.  We've initiated a 1-800 tip line

 

         8  to collect anonymous reports of rule violations.  We

 

         9  are distributing the brochure that I mentioned earlier

 

        10  to the horsemen.

 

        11                Commissioners, we have submitted rule

 

        12  proposals which you'll consider today to increase the

 

        13  penalty for first-time human drug positives to a

 

        14  six-month suspension from a 30-day suspension and

 

        15  provided for license revocation after a second

 

        16  offense.  The material that you'll hear today will

 

        17  require trainers to maintain an accurate list of their

 

        18  employees with the licensing office, require the

 

        19  racetracks to maintain a log of persons entering the

 

        20  backside areas at off hours or after hours.

 

        21                Once these improvements are in place, my

 

        22  understanding is that the executive director intends to

 

        23  put a normal policy back in place, including stiff

 

        24  fines and suspensions for any level -- Class 1 level

 

        25  drug.
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         1                That concludes my report and I'll try to

 

         2  answer any questions.

 

         3                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  Any questions?

 

         4                COMMISSIONER ABER:  That's very good.

 

         5  And that's the main thing if we're going to improve on

 

         6  it.  And I think that's -- you all have done that and

 

         7  so I think that's fantastic.

 

         8                VICE-CHAIRMAN EDERER:  The rule

 

         9  proposals, you've, of course, reviewed all of them and

 

        10  you're very familiar with what the rule proposal

 

        11  changes.

 

        12                MR. BLODGETT:  Yes, sir.

 

        13                VICE-CHAIRMAN EDERER:  Are they going to

 

        14  be sufficient to assist you in your enforcement?

 

        15                MR. BLODGETT:  I believe it's a good

 

        16  start, Commissioner.  One --

 

        17                VICE-CHAIRMAN EDERER:  A good start.

 

        18  What do you mean a good start?  Should there be more?

 

        19                MR. BLODGETT:  Well, I think this is

 

        20  going to be an ongoing battle; and I think the more

 

        21  tools we can put in our tool belt, the better off we're

 

        22  going to be to try to put a stop to this type of

 

        23  activity at the track.

 

        24                A pet peeve of mine, if you'll indulge

 

        25  that, was always that the suspension for a human drug
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         1  positive of this nature required for the -- currently

 

         2  requires a 30-day suspension, counseling, and the groom

 

         3  or whoever it was goes right back to work.  The

 

         4  trainer, however, he can be suspended for up to a year

 

         5  and be fined substantially, plus loss of purse.  It

 

         6  just didn't seem like that was making a lot of

 

         7  difference to some of the problem people that were

 

         8  using.  So I think that this rule that's before you

 

         9  could very well make an impact on that level.

 

        10                VICE-CHAIRMAN EDERER:  So you support the

 

        11  rule proposals.

 

        12                MR. BLODGETT:  Yes, sir.

 

        13                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  Any other questions?

 

        14                Thank you, Jim.

 

        15                Okay.  Moving on to Agenda Items IV-A-1

 

        16  through 8, rule proposals, I'd like to recognize Mark

 

        17  Fenner.

 

        18                Mark, can you lay these out?

 

        19                MR. FENNER:  Yes, sir.

 

        20                Commissioners, the change to the first

 

        21  proposal, which is 309.154, Stable or Kennel Area, is

 

        22  based on an RCI model rule that would require racetrack

 

        23  security to maintain a written log of all individuals

 

        24  who are accessing the backside between midnight and

 

        25  5:00 a.m. and also to provide a copy of that written
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         1  log to the investigator.

 

         2                Staff requested this change in order to

 

         3  better track and control access to the restricted areas

 

         4  of the stable and kennel area.

 

         5                There are two changes proposed to

 

         6  311.104, the trainers rule.  The first would require

 

         7  trainers to maintain a list of current employees with

 

         8  the licensing office and to notify the licensing office

 

         9  of any changes when they either initiate or learn of a

 

        10  change in their employees.

 

        11                We requested this in order to be able to

 

        12  conduct random drug testing of employees of the

 

        13  trainers and everybody who's connected with a

 

        14  particular horse.

 

        15                The second change to this rule would

 

        16  require trainers whose licenses have been suspended,

 

        17  revoked, or denied to notify the owners of the change

 

        18  in their license.  This is also consistent with an RCI

 

        19  model rule and it's to ensure that the owners are

 

        20  promptly notified whenever a trainer is unable to

 

        21  continue training their horses.

 

        22                The change to 311.105, the jockey rule,

 

        23  that's based on an RCI model rule and it would require

 

        24  that people weigh no more than 130 pounds in order to

 

        25  get a jockey's license.  Now, this is because jockeys
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         1  weighing over 130 pounds are not eligible to ride, so

 

         2  we want to ensure that people who are not actually

 

         3  eligible to race don't get access to the backside and

 

         4  also aren't named as riders on horses, because they're

 

         5  not eligible to ride.

 

         6                The changes to 311.302, 304, and 308 all

 

         7  relate to human drug testing.  And what this would do

 

         8  is this would increase the suspension for a first-time

 

         9  human drug positive or for a test refusal from the

 

        10  current level of a 30-day suspension to a six-month

 

        11  suspension.  It also provides for the license to be

 

        12  revoked if they have a second positive or if they

 

        13  refuse a second test.  Finally, the changes do make a

 

        14  technical correction relating to how the test specimens

 

        15  are documented.

 

        16                The change to 313.501 relates to training

 

        17  facility licenses which currently expire on December 31

 

        18  of each calendar year.  Now, this is inconsistent with

 

        19  the way we treat other types of occupational licenses.

 

        20  And because, you know, it's providing for licenses to

 

        21  expire at the end of the calendar year, it provides a

 

        22  financial disincentive for training facilities to

 

        23  come -- the later in the year, the less likely they are

 

        24  to try and get a license.

 

        25                So what we're going to do is make this
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         1  change so that they expire at the end of the month one

 

         2  year after the license is issued.  And this is

 

         3  consistent with how we treat other occupational

 

         4  licenses and making this change will remove any

 

         5  financial disincentive related to the expiration date.

 

         6                Finally, the change to Rule 315.1 would

 

         7  address greyhound racing officials and particularly

 

         8  racetrack superintendents.  Currently the horse rules

 

         9  provide that racetrack superintendents are racing

 

        10  officials, but it doesn't do that for greyhound

 

        11  racetracks.  This proposal would make those rules

 

        12  consistent.  It would add the greyhound track

 

        13  superintendent as a race official.  And this will help

 

        14  us to ensure that the track is maintained by qualified

 

        15  association staff.

 

        16                Now, each of these proposals were

 

        17  discussed at the rules committee's meeting on January

 

        18  31.  No attendee expressed opposition to any of these

 

        19  proposals.  After discussion, the committee authorized

 

        20  us to bring this to the full Commission for discussion

 

        21  and consideration.  And staff recommends publishing the

 

        22  proposals for public comment.

 

        23                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  Commissioners, any

 

        24  questions?  Rules committee members, anything to add?

 

        25                VICE-CHAIRMAN EDERER:  Just I agree with
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         1  what Mark has just said.  It was fully discussed.

 

         2  Public comment was available.  There was some public

 

         3  comment.  But the industry definitely supports the rule

 

         4  proposals and we recommend that they be published in

 

         5  the Texas Register.

 

         6                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  Devon, has anyone signed

 

         7  up to speak on this?

 

         8                MS. BIJANSKY:  No, sir.

 

         9                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  Okay.  Then I'll

 

        10  entertain a motion to publish Agenda Item IV-A-1

 

        11  through 8 in the Texas Register for public comment.

 

        12                COMMISSIONER HICKS:  I'll make the

 

        13  motion.

 

        14                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  A motion by Commissioner

 

        15  Hicks.

 

        16                MS. LEON:  I'll second it.

 

        17                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  Second, Commissioner

 

        18  Leon.

 

        19                Any discussion?

 

        20                Okay.  For a vote, all in favor please

 

        21  signify by saying aye.

 

        22                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

 

        23                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  Any opposed?

 

        24                The motion carries.

 

        25                All right.  Moving to Agenda Items IV-B-1
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         1  through 9, rule adoptions, Mark, would you lay these

 

         2  out, please?

 

         3                MR. FENNER:  Yes, sir.

 

         4                Each of the following proposals were

 

         5  published for public comment in the December 9th

 

         6  edition of the Texas Register.  The Commission did not

 

         7  receive any comments in response.

 

         8                The changes to Rule 301.1, Definitions,

 

         9  and to 311.104, Trainers, would adopt first a

 

        10  definition of a paper/program trainer just based on the

 

        11  RCI model rules.  It also amends 311.104 to make the

 

        12  practice of working as a program trainer and also of an

 

        13  owner naming a program trainer on an entry form as

 

        14  being inconsistent with maintaining the honesty and

 

        15  integrity of racing and as a detrimental practice.

 

        16                Now, this will allow the Commission to

 

        17  exclude these licensees who violate the rules from the

 

        18  racetracks and also allow the stewards to fine and

 

        19  suspend or even revoke the licenses of program trainers

 

        20  and of the participating owners.

 

        21                The change in Subsection (b) of 307.62,

 

        22  which is the disciplinary action rule, would specify

 

        23  the methods by which the agency must provide notice of

 

        24  stewards' and judges' hearings.  The proposed methods

 

        25  are by hand delivery, by both certified and regular
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         1  mail, and by electronic mail if the receipt can be

 

         2  verified.  The change also clarifies that nonappearance

 

         3  by a licensee to whom the notice has been given under

 

         4  this section is a waiver of the right to a hearing.

 

         5                The next change is the addition of new

 

         6  Subsection (j), Discovery, to 307.62, which would

 

         7  formalize the procedures by which the parties would

 

         8  exchange information prior to a disciplinary hearing.

 

         9                The change to 321.2, Odds Manipulation,

 

        10  would correct an incorrect citation within the rule

 

        11  that's to another rule.

 

        12                The change to 321.11, Access to Magnetic

 

        13  Media, updates outmoded references to magnetic media

 

        14  and changes it to a more current, quote, "removable

 

        15  electronic media".

 

        16                Finally, the changes to 321.35, 41, and

 

        17  42 deal with the oversight of outstanding tickets and

 

        18  vouchers that was required when the outs were a source

 

        19  of agency revenue.  Now that the associations retain

 

        20  this revenue, these strict oversight tools are no

 

        21  longer needed, so the changes delete those provisions,

 

        22  but they still retain the authority for the executive

 

        23  director to protect the patrons if there's a dispute

 

        24  over whether a claim should be paid or not.

 

        25                These were discussed at the rules
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         1  committee meeting and the staff recommends adoption.

 

         2                MS. LEON:  No comment was received?

 

         3                MR. FENNER:  No opposition.

 

         4                MS. LEON:  No opposition from any

 

         5  source?

 

         6                MR. FENNER:  That's correct.

 

         7                VICE-CHAIRMAN EDERER:  Everything went

 

         8  just fine.  And I would like to thank and recognize

 

         9  the -- Commissioner Aber is always at the rules

 

        10  meetings and contributes considerably, as does the

 

        11  Comptroller's office, and we appreciate it.

 

        12                We recommend adoption.

 

        13                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  Devon, has anyone signed

 

        14  up to speak?

 

        15                MS. BIJANSKY:  No, sir.

 

        16                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  I'll entertain a motion

 

        17  to adopt the proposals in Agenda Items IV-B-1 through 9

 

        18  as published in the Texas Register.

 

        19                VICE-CHAIRMAN EDERER:  So move.

 

        20                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  A motion by Vice-Chair

 

        21  Ederer.

 

        22                COMMISSIONER HICKS:  Second.

 

        23                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  Seconded by Commissioner

 

        24  Hicks.

 

        25                Any discussion?
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         1                Okay.  Let's take it up for a vote.  All

 

         2  in favor please signify by saying aye.

 

         3                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

 

         4                CHAIRMAN STEEN:  Any opposed?

 

         5                The motion carries.

 

         6                There is no executive session today.

 

         7                Our next meeting is scheduled for April

 

         8  11, subject to change as necessary to accommodate the

 

         9  Legislature.

 

        10                The time is now 10:56.  With all business

 

        11  concluded, we are now adjourned.  Thank you.

 

        12                (Proceedings concluded at 10:56 a.m.)
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         1  STATE OF TEXAS     )

 

         2  COUNTY OF TRAVIS   )

 

         3

 

         4      I, SHERRI SANTMAN FISHER, a Certified Shorthand

 

         5  Reporter in and for the State of Texas, do hereby

 

         6  certify that the above-captioned matter came on for

 

         7  hearing before the TEXAS RACING COMMISSION as

 

         8  hereinbefore set out.

 

         9      I FURTHER CERTIFY that the proceedings of said

 

        10  hearing were reported by me, accurately reduced to

 

        11  typewriting under my supervision and control and, after

 

        12  being so reduced, were filed with the TEXAS RACING

 

        13  COMMISSION.

 

        14      GIVEN UNDER MY OFFICIAL HAND OF OFFICE at Austin,

 

        15  Texas, this _____ day of February, 2017.
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                          _____________________________________

        20                SHERRI SANTMAN FISHER, Texas CSR 2336

                          Expiration Date:  12-31-17

        21                Kennedy Reporting Service, Inc.

                          Firm Registration No. 276

        22                555 Round Rock West Drive

                          Building E, Suite 202

        23                Round Rock, Texas 78681

                          (512) 474-2233
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        25  Job No. 17026

 

 

 

 



