
 
TEXAS RACING COMMISSION 

P. O. Box 12080 
Austin, TX 78711-2080 

(512) 833-6699 
Fax (512) 833-6907 

 

 
Tuesday, July 31, 2018 
10:30 a.m. 
Texas Animal Health Commission 
2105 Kramer Lane 
Austin, TX 78758 
 

RULES COMMITTEE 
AGENDA 

 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
II. PROCEEDINGS ON RULES 

a. Discussion and possible action to make recommendations to the Commission 
regarding amendments to the following sections of the Rules of the Texas Racing 
Commission, as proposed at the June 12, 2018, Commission meeting: 
1. 16 TAC § 309.8, Racetrack License Fees 
2. 16 TAC § 311.5, License Fees 
3. 16 TAC § 311.104, Trainers 
4. 16 TAC § 313.168 Scale of Weights for Age 
5. 16 TAC § 313.405, Whips and Other Equipment 
6. 16 TAC § 319.3, Medication Restricted 

 
b. Discussion and possible action to make recommendations to the Commission 

regarding amendments to the following sections of the Rules of the Texas Racing 
Commission: 
1. 16 TAC § 309.117, First Aid 
2. 16 TAC § 313.407, Duty to Fulfill Jockey Engagements 

 
III. PROCEEDINGS ON OTHER MATTERS 

a. Discussion and possible action to make recommendations to the Commission 
regarding third-party efficiency, economy, and effectiveness audit 

b. Update regarding Gulf Coast Racing’s 2018-2019 live meet 



III. PUBLIC COMMENT

IV. ADJOURN
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(a) Purpose of Fees. An association shall pay a license fee to the Commission to pay 1 

the Commission's costs to administer and enforce the Act, and to regulate, oversee, and 2 

license live and simulcast racing at racetracks. 3 

(b) Fees for The Period From September 1, 2018, Through February 28, 2019. [State 4 

Fiscal Year Beginning September 1, 2017.] 5 

(1) Base [Annual] License Fee. A licensed racing association shall pay a [an annual] 6 

license fee in the following annualized amount:[. The annual license fee for each license 7 

type is as follows:] 8 

(A) for a Class 1 racetrack, $714,650; 9 

(B) for a Class 2 racetrack, $127,600; 10 

(C) for a Class 3 or 4 racetrack, $35,725; and 11 

(D) for a Greyhound racetrack, $204,175. 12 

(2) Adjustment of Fees. Annualized [Annual] fees are calculated using a [projected] 13 

base of 68 days of live horse racing and 36 performances of live greyhound racing per 14 

fiscal year. To cover the additional regulatory cost in the event additional days or 15 

performances are requested by the associations the executive secretary may:  16 

(A) recalculate a horse racetrack's annualized [annual] fee by adding $6,313 for 17 

each live day added beyond the base; 18 

(B) recalculate a greyhound racetrack's annualized [annual] fee by adding $750 19 

for each live performance added beyond the base; and 20 

(C) review the original or amended race date request submitted by each 21 

association to establish race date baselines for specific associations if needed. 22 

(3) Payment of Fee. Each association shall pay its license fee by remitting to the 23 

Commission 1/12 of its annualized fee on the first business day of each month. 24 

[Beginning on March 9, 2018, and on the first day of each remaining month of the 2018 25 

fiscal year, each association shall pay its annual license fee by remitting to the 26 

Commission 1/6th of the fee remaining due as of March 5, 2018.] 27 

(c) Unless the Commission Amends These Provisions, Fees for The Period Beginning 28 

March 1, 2019 [State Fiscal Years Beginning September 1, 2018, and Thereafter]: 29 

Page 3 of 27



(1) Base [Annual] License Fee. A licensed racing association shall pay a [an annual] 30 

license fee in the following annualized amount:[. The annual license fee for each license 31 

type is as follows:] 32 

(A) for a Class 1 racetrack, $540,000 [500,000]; 33 

(B) for a Class 2 racetrack, $230,000; 34 

(C) for a Class 3 or 4 racetrack, $70,000; and 35 

(D) for a Greyhound racetrack, $360,000. 36 

(2) Adjustment of Fees. Annualized [Annual] fees are calculated using a [projected] 37 

base of 83 [143] days of live horse racing and 270 performances of live greyhound 38 

racing per fiscal [calendar] year. To cover the additional regulatory cost in the event 39 

additional days or performances are requested by the associations the executive 40 

secretary may: 41 

(A) recalculate a horse racetrack's annualized [annual] fee by adding $3,750 for 42 

each live day added beyond the base; 43 

(B) recalculate a greyhound racetrack's annualized [annual] fee by adding $750 44 

for each live performance added beyond the base; and 45 

(C) review the original or amended race date request submitted by each 46 

association to establish race date baselines for specific associations if needed. 47 

(3) Payment of Fee. 48 

(A) For the period from March 1 through August 31, 2019: 49 

(i) On the first business day of the month, an [An] association that is 50 

conducting live racing or simulcasting shall pay its [annual] license fee by remitting to 51 

the Commission 1/12[th] of the fee specified in Section 309.8(c)(1), as adjusted pursuant 52 

to Section 309.8(c)(2) [on the first business day of each month]. 53 

(ii) [(B)] On the first business day of the fiscal quarter, an [An] association that 54 

is not conducting live racing or simulcasting shall pay its [annual] license fee by 55 

remitting to the Commission 1/4 of the fee specified in Section 309.8(c)(1)[in four equal 56 

installments on September 1, December 1, March 1, and June 1 of each fiscal year]. 57 

(B) For the period beginning September 1, 2019: 58 
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(i) An association that is conducting live racing or simulcasting shall pay its 59 

license fee by remitting to the Commission 1/12 of the total fee on the first business day 60 

of each month. 61 

(ii) An association that is not conducting live racing or simulcasting shall pay62 

its license fee in four equal installments on September 1, December 1, March 1, and 63 

June 1 of each fiscal year. 64 

(d) If the executive secretary determines that the total revenue from the [annual] fees65 

exceeds the amount needed to pay those costs, the executive secretary may order a 66 

moratorium on all or part of the [annual] license fees remitted monthly by any or all of 67 

the associations. Before entering a moratorium order, the executive secretary shall 68 

develop a formula for providing the moratorium in an equitable manner among the 69 

associations. In developing the formula, the executive secretary shall consider the 70 

amount of excess revenue received by the Commission, the source of the revenue, the 71 

Commission's costs associated with regulating each association, the Commission's 72 

projected receipts for the next fiscal year, and the Commission's projected expenses 73 

during the next fiscal year. 74 
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(a) – (c) No change.   1 

(d) The fee for an occupational license is as follows: 2 

Type of License 1 Year Fee 2 Year Fee 3 Year Fee 3 

Adoption Program Personnel ............................... $ 0 [25] 4 

Announcer ............................................................ $ 35 5 

Apprentice Jockey ................................................ $ 75 6 

Assistant Farrier/Plater/Blacksmith....................... $ 25 7 

Assistant Starter ................................................... $ 25 8 

Assistant Trainer .................................................. $ 100 9 

Assistant Trainer/Owner ....................................... $ 100 10 

Association Assistant Management ..................... $ 50 11 

Association Management Personnel .................... $ 75 12 

Association Officer/Director .................................. $ 100 13 

Association Other ................................................. $ 75 14 

Association Staff .................................................. $ 35 15 

Association Veterinarian ....................................... $ 75 16 

Authorized Agent .................................................. $ 15 17 

Chaplain ............................................................... $ 0 [25] 18 

Chaplain Assistant................................................ $ 0 [25] 19 

Equine Dental Provider ........................................ $100 20 

Exercise Rider ...................................................... $ 25 21 

Farrier/Plater/Blacksmith ...................................... $ 75 22 

Groom/Exercise Rider .......................................... $ 25 23 

Groom/Hot Walker................................................ $ 25 24 

Groom/Pony Person ............................................. $ 25 25 

Jockey .................................................................. $ 100  ........... $200  ............ $300 26 

Jockey Agent ........................................................ $ 100 27 

Kennel .................................................................. $ 75 28 

Kennel Helper ...................................................... $ 25 29 
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Kennel Owner ...................................................... $ 100  ........... $ 200  ........... $ 300 30 

Kennel Owner/Owner ........................................... $ 100  ........... $ 200  ........... $ 300 31 

Kennel Owner/Owner-Trainer .............................. $ 100  ........... $ 200  ........... $ 300 32 

Kennel Owner/Trainer .......................................... $ 100  ........... $ 200  ........... $ 300 33 

Lead-Out .............................................................. $ 25 34 

Maintenance ......................................................... $ 35 35 

Medical Staff ........................................................ $ 35 36 

Miscellaneous ...................................................... $ 25 37 

Multiple Owner ..................................................... $ 35  ............. $ 70  ............. $ 105 38 

Mutuel Clerk ......................................................... $ 35 39 

Mutuel Other ........................................................ $ 35 40 

Owner ................................................................... $ 100  ........... $ 200  ........... $ 300 41 

Owner-Trainer ...................................................... $ 100  ........... $ 200  ........... $ 300 42 

Pony Person ......................................................... $ 25 43 

Racing Industry Representative ........................... $ 100 44 

Racing Industry Staff ............................................ $ 30 45 

Racing Official ...................................................... $ 50 46 

Security Officer ..................................................... $ 30 47 

Stable Foreman .................................................... $ 50 48 

Tattooer ................................................................ $ 100 49 

Test Technician .................................................... $ 0 [25] 50 

Trainer .................................................................. $ 100  ........... $ 200  ........... $ 300 51 

Training Facility Employee ................................... $ 30 52 

Training Facility General Manager ....................... $ 50 53 

Valet ..................................................................... $ 25 54 

Vendor Concessionaire ........................................ $ 100 55 

Vendor/Concessionaire Employee ....................... $ 30 56 

Vendor/Totalisator ................................................ $ 500 57 

Vendor/Totalisator Employee ............................... $ 50 58 

Veterinarian .......................................................... $ 100  ........... $ 200  ........... $ 300  59 

Veterinarian Assistant .......................................... $ 30 60 
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(a) – (h) (No change.) 1 

(i) Suspended, Revoked or Ineligible Horse Trainers.  2 

(1) Upon the suspension, revocation or denial of a trainer’s license, the trainer shall 3 

notify each owner for whom he or she trains horses of the suspension, revocation or 4 

denial. 5 

(2) Except as specifically permitted by the executive director in writing, a [A] person 6 

may not assume the responsibilities of a horse trainer who is ineligible to be issued a 7 

license or whose license is suspended or revoked if the person: 8 

(A) is related to the trainer by [within the first degree of] consanguinity or affinity, 9 

as determined under Subchapter B, Chapter 573, Government Code. 10 

(B) is related to the spouse of the trainer by blood or by marriage; or 11 

(C) has been an employee of the trainer within the previous year. 12 

(3) A person who assumes the care, custody, or control of the horses of a 13 

suspended, revoked or ineligible horse trainer may not:  14 

(A) receive any compensation regarding those horses from the suspended, 15 

revoked or ineligible trainer;  16 

(B) pay any compensation regarding those horses to the suspended, revoked or 17 

ineligible trainer;  18 

(C) solicit or accept a loan of anything of value from the suspended, revoked or 19 

ineligible trainer; or  20 

(D) use the farm or individual name of the suspended, revoked or ineligible 21 

trainer when billing customers.  22 

(4) A person who assumes the care, custody, or control of the horses of a 23 

suspended, revoked or ineligible trainer is directly responsible for all financial matters 24 

relating to the care, custody, or control of the horses.  25 

(5) On request by the Commission, a suspended, revoked or ineligible trainer or a 26 

person who assumes the care, custody, or control of the horses of a suspended, 27 

revoked or ineligible trainer shall permit the Commission to examine all financial or 28 

business records to ensure compliance with this section. 29 

(j) – (l) (No change.) 30 
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(a) (No change.) 1 

(b) Except for a race in which the conditions expressly provide otherwise, the weight to 2 

be carried by a quarter horse, paint horse, or Appaloosa horse in a race during all 3 

months and for all distances shall be as follows:  4 

(1) for two year olds, 124 [120] pounds; 5 

(2) for three year olds, 125 [123] pounds; and 6 

(3) for four year olds and older, 128 [126] pounds. 7 
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(a) The use of a crop [whip] is not required and a jockey who uses a crop [whip] during 1 

a race may do so only in a manner consistent with using the jockey's best efforts to win. 2 

The correct uses of a crop [whip] include:  3 

(1) showing the crop [whip] to the horse before hitting the horse;  4 

(2) using the crop [whip] in rhythm to the horse's stride; and  5 

(3) using the crop [whip] as an aid to keep a horse running straight.  6 

(b) All riding crops are subject to inspection and approval by the stewards and the clerk 7 

of scales. Riding crops shall have a shaft and a flap and will be allowed only as follows: 8 

(1) maximum weight of eight ounces; 9 

(2) maximum length, including flap, of 30 inches; 10 

(3) minimum diameter of the shaft of three-eights inch; 11 

(4) shaft contact area must be smooth, with no protrusions or raised surface, and 12 

covered by shock absorbing material that gives a compression factor of at least one 13 

millimeter throughout its circumference; and 14 

(5) the flap is the only allowable attachment to the shaft and must meet these 15 

specifications: 16 

(A) length beyond the end of the shaft shall not exceed one inch; 17 

(B) width shall be between 0.8 inch and 1.6 inches; 18 

(C) no reinforcements or additions beyond the end of the shaft; 19 

(D) no binding within seven inches of the end of the shaft; and 20 

(E) shock absorbing characteristics similar to those of the contact area of the 21 

shaft. 22 

[(b) A whip used in races must be at least 1/4-inch in diameter and have a looped 23 

leather "popper" affixed to one end. The whip must have at least three rows of leather 24 

feathers above the popper and each feather must be at least one inch long. The popper 25 

must be at least 1 1/4 inch wide and three inches long. A whip may not exceed one 26 

pound in weight or 31 inches in length, including the popper.] 27 

(c) If a jockey is to ride without a crop [whip], the stewards shall ensure that fact is 28 

announced over the public address system.  29 

(d) A jockey may not strike [whip] a horse:  30 
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(1) on the head, flanks, or on any part of the horse's body other than the shoulders 31 

or hind quarters; 32 

(2) excessively or brutally causing welts or breaks in the skin;33 

(3) in the post parade except when necessary to control the horse;34 

(4) when the horse is clearly out of the race or has obtained its maximum placing; or35 

(5) persistently, if the horse is not responding to the crop [whip].36 

(e) A jockey may not ride in a race unless the jockey wears a safety vest meeting the37 

requirements of §311.218 of this title (relating to Safety Equipment). A safety vest may 38 

weigh no more than two pounds. 39 
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(a) Except as otherwise provided by this section, a horse or greyhound participating in a 1 

race may not carry in its body a prohibited drug, chemical, or other substance.  2 

(b) Furosemide at or below the approved tolerance level in a horse that has been admitted 3 

to the furosemide program is permissible. The maximum permissible concentration 4 

[approved tolerance level] shall be published on the list of therapeutic drugs posted under 5 

subsection (c) of this section.  6 

(c) [Levels of] Therapeutic drugs that are [which are therapeutic and] necessary for 7 

treatment of illness or injury in race animals are permissible, provided that:  8 

(1) the therapeutic drug is on a written list of permissible levels of therapeutic 9 

medications that is approved by the executive secretary, maintained by the commission 10 

veterinarian, and posted in the commission veterinarians' office; and  11 

(2) the [maximum permissible urine or blood] concentration of the drug does not 12 

exceed the maximum permissible concentration [published limit, if any,] on the written list 13 

of therapeutic drugs.  14 

(d) Except as otherwise provided by this chapter, a person may not administer or cause 15 

to be administered to a horse or greyhound a prohibited drug, chemical, or other 16 

substance, by injection, [by] oral or topical administration, [by] rectal infusion or 17 

suppository, [by] nasogastric intubation, [or by] inhalation, or [and] any other means[,] 18 

during the 24-hour period before the post time for the race in which the animal is entered.  19 

(e) A positive finding by a chemist of a prohibited drug, chemical, or other substance in a 20 

test specimen of a horse or greyhound collected on the day [before or after the running] 21 

of a race, subject to the rules of the commission relating to split specimens, is prima facie 22 

evidence that the prohibited drug, chemical, or other substance was administered to the 23 

animal and was carried in the body of the animal while participating in a race. 24 

(f) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, clenbuterol is prohibited and 25 

shall not be administered to a horse participating in racing at any time.  26 

(1) Any horse that is the subject of a finding by the stewards that a test specimen 27 

contains clenbuterol shall immediately be placed on the Veterinarian’s List for not less 28 

than 60 days. 29 

Page 14 of 27



(A) In order to have a horse removed from the Veterinarian’s List after being placed 30 

on the list under this subsection, the trainer must contact a commission veterinarian to 31 

schedule a time and test barn location where the horse must be presented after the 32 

sixtieth day in order for a commission veterinarian to obtain test specimens to be 33 

submitted to the official laboratory for testing. 34 

(B) The cost of each test conducted under this section, including applicable 35 

shipping costs, shall be borne by the owner and must be paid in full at the time the 36 

specimens are shipped to the laboratory. 37 

(C) The collected specimens must not have any detectable level of clenbuterol. If 38 

no detectable level of clenbuterol is present, the horse shall be removed from the 39 

Veterinarian’s List. If a detectable level of clenbuterol is present, then the horse shall 40 

remain on the Veterinarian’s List until such time that a test specimen reveals no 41 

detectable level of clenbuterol. 42 

(D) A horse placed on the Veterinarian’s List pursuant to this subsection may not 43 

be entered in a race until it has been removed from the list. 44 

(2) A horse may only be administered clenbuterol if: 45 

(A) the clenbuterol is prescribed by a licensed veterinarian; 46 

(B) within 24 hours of initiating treatment, the trainer or owner has submitted to the 47 

Commission a form prescribed by the Commission and signed by the veterinarian, 48 

indicating: 49 

(i) the name of the horse; 50 

(ii) the name of the trainer; 51 

(iii) the name of the veterinarian; 52 

(iv) that the veterinarian has personally examined the horse and made an 53 

accurate clinical diagnosis justifying the clenbuterol prescription; 54 

(v) the proper dosage and route of administration; and 55 

(vi) the expected duration of treatment; and 56 

(C) only FDA-approved clenbuterol that is labeled for use in the horse is prescribed 57 

and dispensed. 58 

(3) A horse that has been administered clenbuterol under paragraph (2) of this 59 

subsection shall be placed on the Veterinarian’s List for a period ending not less than 30 60 
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days after the last administration of the drug as prescribed, subject to a negative 61 

clenbuterol test before being removed from the list. 62 

(A) In order to have a horse removed from the Veterinarian’s List after being placed63 

on the list pursuant to paragraph (2) of this subsection, the trainer must contact a 64 

commission veterinarian to schedule a time and test barn location where the horse must 65 

be presented after the thirtieth day in order for a commission veterinarian to obtain test 66 

specimens to be submitted to the official laboratory for testing. 67 

(B) The cost of each test conducted under this section, including applicable68 

shipping costs, shall be borne by the owner and must be paid in full at the time the 69 

specimens are shipped to the laboratory. 70 

(C) The collected specimens must not have any detectable level of clenbuterol. If71 

no detectable level of clenbuterol is present, the horse shall be removed from the 72 

Veterinarian’s List. If a detectable level of clenbuterol is present, then the horse shall 73 

remain on the Veterinarian’s List until such time that a test specimen reveals no 74 

detectable level of clenbuterol. 75 

(D) A horse placed on the Veterinarian’s List pursuant to paragraph (2) of this76 

subsection may not be entered in a race until it has been removed from the list. 77 
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<<Prev Rule Next Rule>>

TITLE 16 ECONOMIC REGULATION
PART 8 TEXAS RACING COMMISSION
CHAPTER 309 RACETRACK LICENSES AND OPERATIONS
SUBCHAPTER B OPERATIONS OF RACETRACKS
DIVISION 2 FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT
RULE §309.117 First Aid

(a) At all times that an association is open to the public, the association shall provide a first aid room
equipped with appropriately qualified personnel and equipment suitable to respond to medical emergencies
of its patrons and licensees. Qualified personnel are those individuals certified in basic cardiac life support
and first aid in conformance with accepted guidelines for emergency care and resuscitation.

(b) During a live race meeting, a horse racing association shall provide a properly equipped and staffed
ambulance for humans and the services of a certified paramedic at any time that the racetrack is open for
racing or exercising. At a Class 1 or 2 racetrack, the ambulance must be a Mobile Intensive Care Unit
(MICU) certified by the Department of State Health Services. If the MICU ambulance is used to transport an
individual, the association may not conduct a race until the ambulance returns or is replaced by a properly
equipped, staffed, and certified MICU ambulance. The ambulance must be parked at the entrance to the
racing strip when not being used to transport an individual.

Source Note: The provisions of this §309.117 adopted to be effective October 21, 1999, 24 TexReg 8968;
amended to be effective April 1, 2001, 26 TexReg 2153; amended to be effective December 7, 2008, 33
TexReg 10003

| | |

Texas Administrative Code http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_...

1 of 1 7/26/2018 12:17 PM
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<<Prev Rule Next Rule>>

TITLE 16 ECONOMIC REGULATION
PART 8 TEXAS RACING COMMISSION
CHAPTER 313 OFFICIALS AND RULES OF HORSE RACING
SUBCHAPTER D RUNNING OF THE RACE
DIVISION 1 JOCKEYS
RULE §313.407 Duty To Fulfill Jockey Engagements

(a) Except as otherwise provided by this section, a jockey engaged for a certain race or for a specified time
may not fail or refuse to abide by the engagement agreement, unless excused by the stewards.

(b) A jockey may be excused by the stewards from fulfilling the jockey's riding engagements if:

(1) the jockey believes the horse he or she is to ride is unsafe, or the racecourse he or she is to ride on is
unsafe; or

(2) the jockey is ill or injured.

(c) The stewards may require a jockey who is excused from fulfilling a riding engagement because of illness
or injury to pass a physical examination conducted by a licensed physician before resuming race riding.

(d) A trainer or owner may demand a written confirmation of an engagement from a jockey or jockey agent.

(e) The stewards shall decide conflicting claims for the services of a jockey.

Source Note: The provisions of this §313.407 adopted to be effective August 30, 1989, 14 TexReg 4125;
amended to be effective October 11, 1990, 15 TexReg 5704; amended to be effective October 30, 2000, 25
TexReg 10736

| | |

Texas Administrative Code http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_...

1 of 1 7/26/2018 12:19 PM
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JOCKEYs 

RE: Concussion Protocols and Return to Ride Guidelines J 
GUILD • 

Dear Regulator: 

Please see the attached Model Rule that was adopted by the ARCI in April of 2018 regarding 
Concussion Protocols for jockeys. Additionally, included are the Concussion Management and 
Return to Ride Guidelines which were created through collaboration with the University of 
Kentucky, MedStar, New York Institute of Technology and during the pilot project that was 
launched in Kentucky. These protocols and return to ride guidelines were approved by the Jockeys' 
Guild Board. 

We would respectfully request that you consider adopting the ARCI Model Rule and implementing 
the protocols and guidelines that were recommended by the Guild for the following reasons. 

In light of research and awareness that has been brought to light in the past several years, 
concussions and head injuries are one of the most pressing matters facing all sports, including horse 
racing. However, here in the United States, racing is one of the only sports that does not have a 
protocol in place for detecting and managing concussions. The United States lags greatly behind 
Great Britain in its approach to concussions suffered by riders. Since 2004, all jockeys riding on 
racetracks under the authority of British Horseracing Authority (BHA) are required to undergo 
baseline neuropsychological testing annually in order be licensed. In addition, a standard protocol 
must be followed before a concussed jockey is permitted to return to riding, which is overseen by the 
BHA. 

The Guild has been working for the past several years to bring awareness to the risks and dangers 
associated with concussions, not only to the jockeys, but the industry in general. In addition to raising 
awareness, we have been working on concussion protocols for jockeys and return to ride guidelines 
to be used. We believe it is one of the most pressing issues facing jockeys and their families today 
and it has been overlooked by the industry. Up until recently, there has been minimal support from 
the industry and regulators in establishing the necessary databases, further research, and creating 
guidelines. During the Guild's 2014 Annual Assembly Dr. Kenneth Perrine, a neuropsychologist at 
the Weill Cornell Brain and Spine Center and an expert in concussion, who worked with Ramon 
Dominguez said, "I was amazed once I started talking with Ramon and another jockey about how 
little oversight there is in terms of concussion management. Unfortunately, you guys are kind of the 
last of the athletes that sustain concussions to not have some type of guidelines, management, and 
treatment; especially knowing when you can return to ride. You ride, you get paid; you don't ride, 
you don't get paid. That is different than any other sport. " 

Through the relationship established by the implementation of the Jockey Injury Database, the Guild, 
along with The Jockey Club, sought assistance and input from the University of Kentucky with 
regards to what could be done to address the concerns for our jockeys regarding head injuries. 

Data supports the fact that jockeys sustain a wide variety of injuries, ranging from bruises and cuts, 
to life threatening injuries, including severe head and spinal cord injuries. When accidents do occur, 
the industry shall do everything possible to provide care and minimize the possibilities of injuries. 

JOCKEYS' GUILD, INC.· 448 LEWIS HARGETT CIRCLE, SUITE 220 · LEXINGTON, KY 40503 · phone I (859) 523-JOCK (5625) 
toll free I (866) GO-JOCKS (465-6257) • fax I (859) 219-9892 • website I www.JOCKEYSGUILD.COM 
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Language Adopted April 2018  

ARCI-007-020 Facilities And Equipment 
A. Facilities for Patrons and Licensees 
(1) An association shall ensure that the public areas of the association grounds are 
designed and maintained for the comfort and safety of the patrons and licensees and 
are accessible to all persons with disabilities as required by federal law. 
(2) An association shall provide and maintain adequate restroom facilities for the 
patrons and licensees. 
(3) An association shall provide an adequate supply of free drinking water. 
(4) An association shall maintain all facilities on association grounds to ensure the 
safety and cleanliness of the facilities at all times. 
(5) During a race performance, the association shall provide: 
(a) a first aid room equipped with at least two beds and other appropriate 
equipment; and 
(b) the services of at least one physician, a nurse practitioner, athletic trainer or paramedic, 
with at least one person adequately trained in diagnosing and assessing concussions. 
(6) An association shall provide a properly equipped to transport ambulance, staffed 
with at least one certified paramedic during training and two certified paramedics 
during racing hours. If the ambulance is being used to transport an individual, the 
association may not conduct a race, or allow horses with riders on the racetrack, 
until the ambulance is replaced. 
(7) An association shall provide mandatory orientation of racing emergency procedures 
for all emergency response personnel employed by or assigned as a result of a 
contract to the association grounds 
(8) Unless otherwise approved by the Commission or the stewards, an ambulance shall 
follow the field at a safe distance during the running of races. 
(9) The ambulance must be parked at an entrance to the racing strip except when the 
ambulance is being used to transport an individual or when it is following the field 
during the running of a race. 
(10) An association shall adopt, have posted, and implement a protocol for diagnosis and 
management of concussions of jockeys which shall be approved by the regulatory authority.  
Such  protocol shall include an assessment with a minimum of a SCAT-5 exam by an individual 
who has received training in concussions, which can be the track physician, paramedic, nurse 
practitioner, or athletic trainer.  Additionally, a return to ride guideline shall be established in 
order to clear jockeys when he or she is fit to return to ride.  The “Return to Ride Authorization 
Form” shall be completed by a person trained in concussion management.  
(1011) An association shall provide adequate office space for the use of the stewards and 
other Commission personnel as required by the Commission. The location and size of the office 
space, furnishings and equipment required under this section must be approved by the 
Commission. 
(1112) An association shall promptly post Commission notices in places that can be easily 
viewed by patrons and licensees. 
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Concussion Management and Return to Ride Guidelines 

 All jockeys must maintain an active account in the Jockey Health Information System (JHIS).  A Jockeys’ 
Guild representative or member of The Jockey Club’s InCompass staff will assist in providing the jockey a 
username and password to create an account. A track representative and/or medical health care 
provider(s) will also be given login credentials to access jockey health information. Anyone with access 
to the JHIS must be trained and must provide documentation that they are compliant with HIPPA 
guidelines.   It is the jockey’s responsibility to maintain his/her personal information and update injuries 
including race and non-race related incidents. Prior to riding at the meet, each jockey shall be required 
to have his/her baseline assessment on file in the JHIS. Baseline assessments shall be uploaded into the 
JHIS.  

1. The track shall identify an individual professionally trained in concussion testing to perform 
baseline concussion assessment of all jockeys and train the on-site medical team in return to 
ride guidelines.  

2. The track shall identify a track representative and/or medical health care provider who has 
access to the JHIS system who can be on call during the meet in the case of an injury to ensure 
that information will be sent to the medical facility in the event of an injury.   

3. The track will insure that staff and officials are trained in the identification of a potential 
concussion and will ensure the written protocols (pocket SCAT-5 guide) are available. 

4. All jockeys, prior to the meet, shall have a baseline concussion assessment administered by the 
health care provider. Baseline concussion assessments must be completed annually barring a 
head injury within that time.  If the baseline assessment has not been performed at the current 
track or entered in the JHIS following completion at another track within 12 months, the medical 
health care provider will require a baseline assessment prior to riding.   

5. The baseline assessment shall consist of a symptoms checklist and the Sport Concussion 
Assessment Tool -5th  Edition (SCAT-5) Standardized Cognitive and Balance Assessment.    

6. If an incident occurs in which a concussion is possible, the jockey should be immediately 
evaluated by the health care provider, who is professionally trained in concussion management, 
to determine the extent of the injury and whether or not emergency management and 
transportation to a trauma center is necessary.   

7. After any incident where a jockey sustains a fall or exhibits signs, symptoms, or behaviors 
consistent with a concussion, the jockey will be required to undergo an evaluation prior to 
returning to ride. The clerk of scales or stewards will notify the health care provider of any 
jockey with signs, symptoms, or behaviors consistent with a concussion. The clerk of scales or 
stewards will require the medical advisor or a health care professional who has been trained in 
the identification, evaluation and management of concussion to assess the jockey.  

8. Post-injury assessments shall be uploaded into the JHIS for comparison and assessment after an 
incident.   

9. Concussion protocols shall include but not limited to:  
a. The concussion evaluation: (Should be evaluated in a quiet environment i.e. jocks room) 

i. Symptom assessment 
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ii. Physical and neurological examination  
iii. Administration of SCAT-5 and compared to baseline for cognitive assessment 

and balance exam 
iv. Clinical/physical assessment for cervical spine trauma, skull fracture, and 

intracranial hemorrhage (bleeding)  
b. The evaluation shall be administered by the medical advisor or health care professional 

who has been trained in the evaluation and management of concussion. 
c. If after assessment of the athlete, the medical advisor does not think or suspect that a 

concussion has occurred a recommendation may be made for the jockey to return to 
ride.  

d.  If after assessment of the jockey, the medical advisor suspects that further evaluation 
and time is needed to make a decision, the jockey will be held out until further 
evaluation can occur and medical judgement can be made whether to return to ride. 
The diagnosis of a concussion will be made if the Glasgow Coma Score is less than 15, 
the athlete exhibits any symptoms, signs or behaviors consistent with concussion, the 
SCAT-5 is abnormal compared to the baseline or the diagnosis is in doubt.  The athlete 
will be removed from competition until evaluated by a concussion specialist and 
managed until the concussion has resolved.  Repeat SCAT-5 testing will also be 
administered and used to help manage the concussion.  The athlete will not return to 
ride until receiving a written release from the health care provider with experience in 
concussion evaluation and management.  

e. The results of all assessments and tests, as well as medical recommendations, will be 
uploaded into the JHIS as soon as possible.  

10.  In the event that a jockey has been diagnosed with a concussion, the jockey and their family will 
be provided with take home instructions.  

11. Before returning to ride, jockeys who have been diagnosed with a concussion must have written 
clearance from a medical heath care provider, trained in concussion management, prior to being 
allowed to return to ride.   

12. A standardized “Return to Ride Guidelines” will be made available to the jockey. 
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RETURN TO RIDE AUTHORIZATION FORM 

 

MEDICAL AUTHORIATION TO RETURN TO PLAY WHEN A JOCKEY HAS BEEN REMOVED 
DUE TO A SUSPECTED CONCUSSION 

 

This form shall serve as the authorization that the physician or licensed medical professional has 
examined the jockey, and has cleared the jockey to return to participation. The physician or licensed 
medical professional must complete this form and submit to the clerk of scales prior to the jockey’s 
resumption of participation in practice and/or competition. 

I,                                                              , have examined the following jockey,                                                 , 
who was removed from riding due to exhibiting signs/symptoms/behaviors consistent with a 
concussion. I have examined this athlete, provided an appropriate return to riding, if necessary, and 
determined that the jockey is cleared to resume participation on this date                                       .  

 

Signature of Medical Professional:                                                                                  

Date:                                    
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(1) An association shall ensure that the public areas of the association grounds are

designed and maintained for the comfort and safety of the patrons and licensees and

are accessible to all persons with disabilities as required by federal law.

(2) An association shall provide and maintain adequate restroom facilities for the
patrons and licensees.

(3) An association shall provide an adequate supply of free drinking water.

(4) An association shall maintain all facilities on association grounds to ensure the

safety and cleanliness of the facilities at all times.

(5) During a race performance, the association shall provide:

(a) a first aid room equipped with at least two beds and other appropriate
equipment; and

(b) the services of at least one physician, a nurse practitioner or paramedic, with at

least one person being adequately trained in diagnosing and assessing
concussions.

(6) An association shall provide a properly equipped to transport ambulance, staffed

with at least one certified paramedic during training and two certified paramedics

during racing hours. If the ambulance is being used to transport an individual, the

association may not conduct a race, or allow horses with riders on the racetrack,
until the ambulance is replaced.

(7) An association shall provide mandatory orientation of racing emergency procedures

for all emergency response personnel employed by or assigned as a result of a
contract to the association grounds

(8) Unless otherwise approved by the Commission or the stewards, an ambulance shall
follow the field at a safe distance during the running of races.

(9) The ambulance must be parked at an entrance to the racing strip except when the

ambulance is being used to transport an individual or when it is following the field
during the running of a race.

(10) An association shall adopt, have posted, and implement a protocol for diagnosis and

management of concussion of jockeys which shall be approved by the regulatory

authority.  Such protocol shall include an assessment with a minimum of a SCAT-5

exam by an individual trained in concussions, which can be the track physician,

paramedic, nurse practitioner, or athletic trainer. Additionally, a return to ride

guideline shall be established in order to clear a jockey who has been concussed, or
is believed to have been concussed, once he or she is declared fit to ride.
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