
 

 

 
 

 
 

COMMITTEE ON RULES  
 
Thursday, February 6, 2014 
11:00 a.m. 
Texas Animal Health Commission  
2105 Kramer Lane  
Austin, Texas 78758  
 

Agenda 
 
The Committee will accept comments in response to the publication of the following rule 
proposals in the December 27, 2013, edition of the Texas Register: 

A. Proposal to Amend Rule 313.103, Eligibility Requirements 
 
The Committee will discuss the following requests for rule amendments: 

B. Proposal to Amend Rule 311.2, Application Procedure 
C. Proposal to Amend Rule 313.110, Coupled Entries 
D. Proposal to Amend Rule 321.505, Allocation of Purses and Funds for Texas 

Bred Incentive Programs 
E. Proposal to Amend Rule 321.509, Escrowed Purse Account 

 
The public will be given an opportunity to address the Committee and identify any 
potential subjects that it would like placed on the agenda for discussion at a future 
Committee meeting. 

TEXAS RACING COMMISSION 

P. O. Box 12080  Austin, TX 78711-2080 
8505 Cross Park  Austin, TX 78754-4552 

(512) 833-6699  Fax (512) 833-6907 
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A. Proposal to Amend Rule 313.103, Eligibility 
Requirements 
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TEXAS RACING COMMISSION
COMMITTEE ON RULES 

 
 
Date of Request:  

 
November 8, 2013 

 
Request for Proposed Change to an Existing Rule or  

Addition of a New Rule to the Rules of Racing 
 

 

Please submit this information to the attention of the Executive Director at least 14 days 
in advance of the next scheduled Committee on Rules meeting.  An electronic form is 
available to assist in your submission or feel free to add additional pages as necessary 
in order to provide as much detail as possible.  Filing this request does not guarantee 
that your proposal will be considered by the Committee on Rules.   
 

Texas Racing Commission 
8505 Cross Park Drive, Suite 110 

Austin, TX 78754-4552 
Phone: 512/833-6699 Fax: 512-833-6907 

email:  info@txrc.state.tx.us  
 

 
Contact Information: 
 
Name: 

TXRC staff 
Phone(s): 

512-833-6699 
E-mail address: 

 
Fax number: 

512-833-6907 
Mailing address: 

8505 Cross Park Drive, Suite 110, Austin, Texas 78754 
 
Check appropriate box(s) 

 Personal Submission OR 

X Submission on behalf of  TXRC staff 

 
(Name of Organization) 

X If known, Proposed Change to Chapter:   Chapter: 313 Rule: 103 

 If known, Proposed Addition to Chapter:   Chapter:  Rule:  

 
If known, Other Rules Affected by 
Proposal:   Chapter:  Rule:  

 Chapter:  Rule:  

 Chapter:  Rule:  

  Chapter:  Rule:  
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A.  Brief Description of the Issue 
 
Section 313.103 establishes a variety of requirements for a horse to be entered in a 
race, including, in subsection (g), the requirements that must be satisfied before a 
quarter horse may be entered for the first time in a race around a turn.  These 
requirements apply equally to paint horses and appaloosas, but they are not explicitly 
included in the rule. 
 
B.  Discussion of the Issue and Problem 
 
Paint horses and appaloosas are currently subject to the requirements of Section 
313.103(g), although they are not identified in the rule.  Because these horses are 
different breeds for racing purposes, the current language of the rule is incomplete and 
should be amended to specifically apply the requirements of Section 313.103(g) to 
these breeds. 
 
C.  Possible Solutions and Impact 
 
Amending the text of Section 313.103 to explicitly include paint horses and appaloosas 
will make the rule clearer and will reflect the current requirements for these breeds to be 
entered in a race around a turn for the first time. 
 
D.  Support or Opposition 
 
The proposed amendment was published in the December 27, 2013, edition of the 
Texas Register.  Staff has received no comments in response to the publication. 
 
E.  Proposal 
(See next page) 
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CHAPTER 313. OFFICIALS AND RULES OF HORSE RACING 
SUBCHAPTER B. ENTRIES, SCRATCHES, AND ALLOWANCES 
DIVISION 1. ENTRIES 
 
313.103 Eligibility Requirements 
 
(a)-(f) (No change.)  
(g) To be entered in a race around a turn for the first time, a 
quarter horse, paint horse, or appaloosa must:  
  (1) have a published workout around a turn at a minimum 
distance of 660 yards in the 60-day period preceding the race; 
and  
  (2) be approved by the clocker, the outrider and, if the horse 
is worked from the gate, the starter.  
(h) (No change.) 
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B. Proposal to Amend Rule 311.2, Application 
Procedure 
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TEXAS RACING COMMISSION 

COMMITTEE ON RULES 
  

Date of Request:   
1/14/2014 

 
Request for Proposed Change to an Existing Rule or  

Addition of a New Rule to the Rules of Racing 
 

 
Please submit this information to the attention of the Executive Director at least 14 days 
in advance of the next scheduled Committee on Rules meeting.  An electronic form is 
available to assist in your submission or feel free to add additional pages as necessary 
in order to provide as much detail as possible.  Filing this request does not guarantee 
that your proposal will be considered by the Committee on Rules.   
 

Texas Racing Commission 
8505 Cross Park Drive, Suite 110 

Austin, TX 78754-4552 
Phone: 512/833-6699 Fax: 512-833-6907 

email:  info@txrc.texas.gov 
 

 
Contact Information: 
 
Name: TRC Staff Phone(s): 512-833-6699 
E-mail address:  Fax number: 512-833-6907 
Mailing address: 8505 Cross Park Drive, Suite 110, Austin, Texas 78754 
 
Check appropriate box(s) 

 Personal Submission OR 

X Submission on behalf of  TRC Staff 
 (Name of Organization) 

X If known, Proposed Change to Chapter:   Chapter: 311 Rule: 2 

 If known, Proposed Addition to Chapter:   Chapter:  Rule:  

 If known, Other Rules Affected by Proposal:   Chapter:  Rule:  

 Chapter:  Rule:  

 Chapter:  Rule:  

  Chapter:  Rule:  
 

8 of 45

mailto:info@txrc.texas.gov


  2 of 2 

A.  Brief Description of the Issue 
Senate Bill 162 (83rd Legislature, Regular Session) amends the Occupations Code to 
require a state agency that issues a license to establish an expedited license procedure 
for a qualified military spouse applicant who holds a current license issued by another 
jurisdiction that has licensing requirements that are substantially equivalent to Texas 
licensing requirements.  The bill provides for the term of an expedited license and 
requires the agency to determine the requirements for renewing the license.   
 
The bill requires a state licensing agency, with respect to an applicant who is a military 
service member or military veteran, to credit verified military service, training, or 
education toward licensing requirements, with certain exceptions, including examination 
requirements.  The bill requires state agencies to adopt rules necessary to credit the 
service, training, or education of service members or veterans towards licensing 
requirements. 
 
 
B.  Discussion of the Issue and Problem 
Regarding the licensing of military spouse applicants, the Commission’s processes 
already provide for the prompt licensing of those who hold substantially equivalent 
licenses in other jurisdictions.   Staff has been unable to identify an opportunity to 
further expedite the licensing procedure. 
 
Regarding the licensing of service members and veterans, the Commission’s 
occupational licenses don’t require any specific training, education or experience 
requirements. Trainers and assistant trainers must pass written and practical 
examinations, and exercise riders, pony persons, jockeys and assistant jockeys must 
pass practical exams.  The Commission will grant other licenses immediately, subject to 
a subsequent criminal background check. 
 
The Commission may comply with the requirements of SB 162 through a simple rule 
amendment.  
 
 
C.  Possible Solutions and Impact 
Amend Rule 311.2, Application Procedure, to specify that military service members and 
military veterans will receive credit toward any experience requirements for a license as 
appropriate for the particular license type and the military service member or veteran’s 
specific experience. 
 
 
D.  Support or Opposition 
Staff does not anticipate opposition to this change. 
 
E.  Proposal 
Sec. 311.2. Application Procedure 

(a)-(e) (No change 

(f) Credit for Military Service.  Military service members and 

military veterans, as defined in Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 

55, will receive credit toward any experience requirements for a 

license as appropriate for the particular license type and the 

specific experience of the military service member or veteran. 
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OCCUPATIONS CODE 
 
TITLE 2. GENERAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO LICENSING 
 
CHAPTER 55.  LICENSING OF MILITARY SERVICE MEMBERS, MILITARY VETERANS, AND 
MILITARY SPOUSES 
 

Sec. 55.001.  DEFINITIONS.  In this chapter: 
(1) "License" means a license, certificate, registration, 

permit, or other form of authorization required by law or a 
state agency rule that must be obtained by an individual to 
engage in a particular business. 

(1-a) "Military service member" means a person who is currently 
serving in the armed forces of the United States, in a reserve 
component of the armed forces of the United States, including 
the National Guard, or in the state military service of any 
state. 

(1-b) "Military spouse" means a person who is married to a military 
service member who is currently on active duty. 

(1-c) "Military veteran" means a person who has served in the 
army, navy, air force, marine corps, or coast guard of the 
United States, or in an auxiliary service of one of those 
branches of the armed forces. 

(2)  "State agency" means a department, board, bureau, 
commission, committee, division, office, council, or agency of the state. 
 

Sec. 55.002.  EXEMPTION FROM PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO RENEW LICENSE.  A 
state agency that issues a license shall adopt rules to exempt an individual 
who holds a license issued by the agency from any increased fee or other 
penalty imposed by the agency for failing to renew the license in a timely 
manner if the individual establishes to the satisfaction of the agency that 
the individual failed to renew the license in a timely manner because the 
individual was on active duty in the United States armed forces serving 
outside this state. 
 

Sec. 55.003.  EXTENSION OF CERTAIN DEADLINES FOR ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY 
PERSONNEL.  A person who holds a license, is a member of the state military 
forces or a reserve component of the armed forces of the United States, and 
is ordered to active duty by proper authority is entitled to an additional 
amount of time, equal to the total number of years or parts of years that the 
person serves on active duty, to complete: 

(1)  any continuing education requirements; and 
(2)  any other requirement related to the renewal of the 

person's license. 
 

Sec. 55.004.  ALTERNATIVE LICENSE PROCEDURE FOR MILITARY SPOUSE.  (a)  
A state agency that issues a license shall adopt rules for the issuance of 
the license to an applicant who is the spouse of a person serving on active 
duty as a member of the armed forces of the United States and: 

(1)  holds a current license issued by another state that has 
licensing requirements that are substantially equivalent to the requirements 
for the license; or 

(2)  within the five years preceding the application date held 
the license in this state that expired while the applicant lived in another 
state for at least six months. 
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(b)  Rules adopted under this section must include provisions to allow 
alternative demonstrations of competency to meet the requirements for 
obtaining the license. 

(c)  The executive director of a state agency may issue a license by 
endorsement in the same manner as the Texas Commission of Licensing and 
Regulation under Section 51.404 to an applicant described by Subsection (a). 
 

Sec. 55.005.  EXPEDITED LICENSE PROCEDURE FOR MILITARY SPOUSES.  (a)  A 
state agency that issues a license shall, as soon as practicable after a military 
spouse files an application for a license: 

(1)  process the application; and 
(2)  issue a license to a qualified military spouse applicant who 

holds a current license issued by another jurisdiction that has licensing 
requirements that are substantially equivalent to the licensing requirements in 
this state. 

(b)  A license issued under this section may not be a provisional license 
and must confer the same rights, privileges, and responsibilities as a license 
not issued under this section. 

 
Sec. 55.006.  RENEWAL OF EXPEDITED LICENSE ISSUED TO MILITARY SPOUSE.  

(a)  As soon as practicable after a state agency issues a license under Section 
55.005, the state agency shall determine the requirements for the license holder 
to renew the license. 

(b)  The state agency shall notify the license holder of the requirements 
for renewing the license in writing or by electronic means. 

(c)  A license issued under Section 55.005 has the term established by 
law or state agency rule, or a term of 12 months from the date the license is 
issued, whichever term is longer. 

 
Sec. 55.007.  LICENSE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR APPLICANTS WITH 

MILITARY EXPERIENCE.  (a)  Notwithstanding any other law, a state agency that 
issues a license shall, with respect to an applicant who is a military service 
member or military veteran, credit verified military service, training, or 
education toward the licensing requirements, other than an examination 
requirement, for a license issued by the state agency. 

(b)  The state agency shall adopt rules necessary to implement this 
section. 

(c)  Rules adopted under this section may not apply to an applicant who: 
(1)  holds a restricted license issued by another jurisdiction; or  
(2)  has an unacceptable criminal history according to the law 

applicable to the state agency. 
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C. Proposal to Amend Rule 313.110, Coupled 

Entries 
  

13 of 45



14 of 45



15 of 45



 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff-Provided Materials 
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Sec. 313.110 Coupled Entries 

(a) Not more than two horses that have common interests through 

ownership, training, or lease may be entered in an overnight 

race, unless the race is divided.  

(b) Except as provided by subsection (c), if [If] two horses 

entered in a race are owned in whole or in part by the same 

individual or entity, the entry shall be coupled as a single 

wagering interest. 

(c) The stewards may allow horses owned by the same owner or 

trained by the same trainer to race as uncoupled entries in a 

quarter horse stakes races with a purse in excess of $100,000. 

 

17 of 45



18 of 45



19 of 45



20 of 45



21 of 45



22 of 45



23 of 45



KENTUCKY 
810 KAR 1:027 
Section 5. Mutuel Entries.  
(1) More than two (2) horses having common ties through training shall be not entered in a purse race. 
(2) Horses entered in the same race and owned wholly or in part by the same owner or spouse, shall be 
joined as a mutual entry and single betting interest, except as provided in subsection (5) of this section. 
(3) More than two (2) horses having common ties through ownership shall not be joined as a mutual entry 
in a purse race. If making a double entry of horses owned wholly or in part by the same owner or spouse a 
preference for one (1) of the horses shall be made. 
(4) (a) Two (2) horses having common ties through ownership shall not start in a purse race to the exclusion 
of a single entry, unless the horses have been uncoupled pursuant to subsection (5) of this section. 
      (b) In a purse race, the racing secretary may uncouple entries having common ties through training to 
make two (2) separate betting interests. 
(5) In any thoroughbred stakes race with added money of $50,000 or more, the racing secretary may 
uncouple mutual entries of horses sharing common ties through training or ownership or both. 
  
 
 
LOUISIANA 
Title 35, Part 1 
§6335. Owner's Entry of More Than One Horse 

A. Not more than two horses of the same ownership or interest shall be entered in any purse race or 
overnight event and both may start, or one or both may be declared at the option of the owner, but in 
conformity with the rules governing declarations. When making a double or joint entry, the owner or trainer 
must express a preference, and in no case may the two horses of an entry start to the exclusion of a single 
entry. In divided races, the starters in the separate divisions shall be determined by lot. In all races, joint 
entries may be made by any one or more of the owners. If a race is to be divided, an additional conditional 
entry may be accepted from any interest. Each interest may have a joint entry. All divided races will be 
considered separate races. 

B. In stakes races with a purse value of $50,000 or greater, horses having common ties through 
ownership or interest may be uncoupled and allowed to run as separate betting units at the discretion of 
the stewards. 
 
 
 
OKLAHOMA 
325:25-1-17.  
Coupling of entries   
In no case shall more than two (2) horses having common ties through ownership, training, or lease be 
entered in a purse race (overnight). When making a double entry, the second same owner entry drawn 
shall have no preference over any single entry in purse races, excepting a preference over an "in-today" 
horse. If horses are entered in the same race owned wholly or in part by the same Owner, then that entry 
shall be coupled for wagering purposes. At the time of entry, a preference must be made to the end that 
each interest may have an entry in each division should the race be divided. For different Owners, an 
organization licensee, with approval of the Stewards, may allow for each entrant to have an equal shake to 
draw into a race providing the horse(s) have preference. Horses with identical ownership interests regarding 
prepayment, nomination and stakes races must be coupled in races which have an incremental purse 
payout from first to last. If a race is to be divided, an additional conditional entry may be accepted from any 
interest. Each such entry may have a joint entry. All divided races will be considered separate races. 
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D. Proposal to Amend Rule 321.505, Allocation 

of Purses and Funds for Texas Bred 
Incentive Programs 

 
E. Proposal to Amend Rule 321.509, Escrowed 

Purse Account 
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