
 
 

 
 

 
 

COMMITTEE ON RULES  
 
Tuesday, September 24, 2013 
10:30 a.m. 
Texas Animal Health Commission  
2105 Kramer Lane  
Austin, Texas 78758  

Agenda 
 
The Committee will accept comments in response to the publication of the following rule 
proposal in the August 30, 2013, edition of the Texas Register: 

A. Proposal to Amend Rule 319.5, Report of Treatment by Veterinarians 

 

The Committee will discuss the following requests for rule amendments: 

B. Proposal to Amend Rule 307.64, Penalties 
C. Proposal to Amend Rule 319.3, Medication Restricted 

 

The Committee will conduct preliminary discussions regarding rulemaking and other 
actions necessary to implement Texas Racing Act Article 9A, Texas Derbies. 

 

The Committee will discuss closing the rule reviews of the following chapters pursuant 
to Texas Government Code, § 2001.039: 

D. Chapter 309, Racetrack Licenses and Operations  
E. Chapter 311, Other Licenses 

 

The Committee will discuss opening the following chapters for rule reviews pursuant to 
Texas Government Code, § 2001.039: 

F. Chapter 313, Officials and Rules of Horse Racing 
G. Chapter 315, Officials and Rules for Greyhound Racing 

 

The public will be given an opportunity to address the Committee and identify any 
potential subjects that it would like placed on the agenda for discussion at a future 
Committee meeting. 

TEXAS RACING COMMISSION

P. O. Box 12080  Austin, TX 78711-2080 
8505 Cross Park  Austin, TX 78754-4552 
(512) 833-6699  Fax (512) 833-6907 
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CHAPTER 319.  VETERINARY PRACTICES AND DRUG TESTING 
SUBCHAPTER A.  GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
Sec. 319.5.  REPORT OF TREATMENT BY VETERINARIANS 
(a) Veterinarians who treat race animals shall maintain reports 
of the treatment in strict compliance with the requirements of 
the Texas State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners. 
Veterinarians shall make the report available to a steward, or 
judge or Commission veterinarian within 24 hours of a request.  

(b) A report of treatment provided to the stewards, or racing 
judges or a Commission veterinarian pursuant to subsection (a) 
of this section becomes part of the confidential investigatory 
files of the Commission. is confidential and its contents may 
not be disclosed except in a proceeding before the stewards or 
racing judges or the commission. 
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TEXAS RACING COMMISSION 
COMMITTEE ON RULES 

  
Date of Request:   

1 August 2013 

 
Request for Proposed Change to an Existing Rule or  

Addition of a New Rule to the Rules of Racing 
 

 

Please submit this information to the attention of the Executive Director at least 14 days 
in advance of the next scheduled Committee on Rules meeting.  An electronic form is 
available to assist in your submission or feel free to add additional pages as necessary 
in order to provide as much detail as possible.  Filing this request does not guarantee 
that your proposal will be considered by the Committee on Rules.   
 

Texas Racing Commission 
8505 Cross Park Drive, Suite 110 

Austin, TX 78754-4552 
Phone: 512/833-6699 Fax: 512-833-6907 

email:  info@txrc.state.tx.us  
 

 
Contact Information: 
 
Name: 

TxRC Staff 
Phone(s): 

512-833-6699 
E-mail address: 

 
Fax number: 

512-833-6907 
Mailing address: 

8505 Cross Park, Suite 110, Austin, Texas 78754-4552 
 
Check appropriate box(s) 

 Personal Submission OR 

X Submission on behalf of  TxRC Staff 

 
(Name of Organization) 

X If known, Proposed Change to Chapter:   Chapter: 307 Rule: 64 

 If known, Proposed Addition to Chapter:   Chapter: 307 Rule: 69 

 If known, Other Rules Affected by Proposal:  Chapter:  Rule:  

 Chapter:  Rule:  

 Chapter:  Rule:  

  Chapter:  Rule:  
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A.  Brief Description of the Issue 
The current rules regarding the fines and suspensions that stewards, racing judges, and 
the executive director may impose for violations of the Racing Act or Rules require 
updating to reflect recent statutory changes. 
 
 
B.  Discussion of the Issue and Problem 
House Bill 1187 (83rd Legislature, Regular Session, 2013) increased the maximum 
penalties for violations of the Texas Racing Act.  Under the bill, the $5,000 cap on fines 
imposed by stewards and racing judges is raised to $25,000, and the $10,000 cap on 
fines imposed by the executive director is raised to $100,000.  The maximum period of 
suspension is increased to five years from from one year (if imposed by stewards or 
racing judges) or two years (if imposed by the executive director).  Commission Rules 
307.64 and 307.69 must be revised to reflect these increases, which take effect on 
September 1, 2013. 
 
Rule 307.64, which outlines the penalties that stewards and racing judges may impose, 
currently establishes a maximum fine of $5,000 and a maximum suspension of one 
year. 
 
Rule 307.69, which outlines the penalties that the executive director may impose, 
currently establishes a maximum fine of $10,000 and a maximum suspension of two 
years.  H.B. 1187 raises the penalties that stewards and racing judges may impose to 
$25,000 and five years and raises the penalties that the executive director may impose 
to $100,000 and five years. 
 
 
C.  Possible Solutions and Impact 
Revising the rules to reflect the increased penalties would bring the rules into conformity 
with the amended Act. 
 
 
D.  Support or Opposition 
The Commission does not anticipate any opposition to this revision, which is 
necessitated by H.B. 1187. 
 
E.  Proposal 
 
307.64.  Penalties 
(a) For each violation of the Act or a Rule, the stewards and 
racing judges may: 
 (1) impose a fine of not more than $25,000 [$5,000]; and 
 (2) suspend an occupational license for not more than five 
years [one year]. 
(b) A person against whom the stewards or racing judges have 
imposed a fine shall pay the fine to the Commission not later 
than 5:00 p.m. of the third calendar day after the day the 
person is informed of the ruling that imposed the fine. 
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307.69.  Review by Executive Secretary 
(a) Within fourteen days after a board of stewards or judges 
issues a written ruling under §307.63 of this title (relating to 
Ruling), the executive secretary may review the ruling and 
modify the penalty. A penalty modified by the executive 
secretary may include a fine not to exceed $100,000 [$10,000], a 
suspension not to exceed five years [two years], or both a fine 
and a suspension.  
(b) The decision to modify a penalty must be on a form that 
includes:  

(1) the full name, license type, and license number of the 
person who is the subject of the penalty modification;  

(2) the original ruling number and the date the ruling was 
issued by the stewards or judges;  

(3) the date the modified penalty was issued by the 
executive secretary;  

(4) the modified penalty imposed;  
(5) a statement of the reason for modifying the penalty; 

and  
(6) a statement informing the person of the person's right 

to appeal the ruling, with the modified penalty, to the 
Commission.  
(c) In determining whether to modify a penalty, the executive 
secretary may consider, but is not limited to, the following 
reasons:  

(1) to further the uniform and consistent treatment of 
similarly situated individuals; and  

(2) to remedy rulings where the penalties available to the 
stewards or judges are insufficient to adequately address the 
violation.  
(d) The decision to modify a penalty must be signed by the 
executive secretary.  
(e) The executive secretary shall provide written notice to each 
person who is subject to a penalty modification decision under 
this section by:  

(1) sending by certified mail, return receipt requested, a 
copy of the decision to the person's last known address, as 
found in the Commission's licensing files; or  

(2) personal service by any Commission employee.  
(f) An appeal of a ruling whose penalty has been modified under 
this section must be filed in accordance with §307.67 of this 
title (relating to Appeal to the Commission). 
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TEXAS RACING COMMISSION 
COMMITTEE ON RULES 

  
Date of Request:   

July 22, 2013 

 
Request for Proposed Change to an Existing Rule or  

Addition of a New Rule to the Rules of Racing 
 

 

Please submit this information to the attention of the Executive Director at least 14 days 
in advance of the next scheduled Committee on Rules meeting.  An electronic form is 
available to assist in your submission or feel free to add additional pages as necessary 
in order to provide as much detail as possible.  Filing this request does not guarantee 
that your proposal will be considered by the Committee on Rules.   
 

Texas Racing Commission 
8505 Cross Park Drive, Suite 110 

Austin, TX 78754-4552 
Phone: 512/833-6699 Fax: 512-833-6907 

email:  info@txrc.state.tx.us  
 

 
Contact Information: 
 
Name: 

TxRC Staff 
Phone(s): 

512-833-6699 
E-mail address: 

 
Fax number: 

512-833-6907 
Mailing address: 

8505 Cross Park, Suite 110, Austin, TX 78754-4552 
 
Check appropriate box(s) 

 Personal Submission OR 

X Submission on behalf of  TxRC Staff 

 
(Name of Organization) 

X If known, Proposed Change to Chapter:   Chapter: 319 Rule: 319.3 

 If known, Proposed Addition to Chapter:   Chapter:  Rule:  

 If known, Other Rules Affected by Proposal:  Chapter:  Rule:  

 Chapter:  Rule:  

 Chapter:  Rule:  

  Chapter:  Rule:  
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A.  Brief Description of the Issue 
 
The national racing industry, led by the Jockey Club, the Racing Medication and Testing 
Consortium (RMTC), and the Association of Racing Commissioners International 
(ARCI), is moving towards uniform standards for medications and penalties.  These 
uniform standards promote regulatory consistency across the country and reduce 
confusion among trainers and owners.   
 
In order to adopt the national standards relating to nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs 
(NSAIDs), the Commission’s rules will require amendment. 
 
B.  Discussion of the Issue and Problem 
 
The Drug Testing Standards and Practices Program of the Association of Racing 
Commissioners International (ARCI) has recently modified its Uniform Classification 
Guidelines and Recommended Penalties to include thresholds for 24 commonly used 
therapeutic medications.  ARCI included these thresholds in order to promote uniformity 
in the medication rules nationally. 
 
Executive Director Trout has already adopted most of the guidelines through his 
authority to promulgate drug classifications and enforcement guidelines under Rules 
303.8 and 319.304, and his authority under Rule 319.3(d) to establish thresholds for 
trace levels of therapeutic drugs.  However, three of the permissible drugs on ARCI’s list 
are NSAIDs that leave more than trace levels in a horse’s system. These NSAIDs are 
phenylbutazone, ketoprofen, and flunixin.  While ACRI’s thresholds for these 
medications are more than trace levels, the Racing Medication and Testing 
Consortium’s guidance to ARCI has been that the proposed thresholds are low enough 
to prevent interference with the pre-race inspection or will not change the outcome of a 
race.  
 
Commission Rule 319.3(b) currently provides that the maximum permissible 
concentration of phenylbutazone in a horse’s serum or urine is 2.0 micrograms per 
milliliter.  This level was lowered by the Commission from the previous standard of 5.0 
micrograms per milliliter after ARCI lowered its recommended threshold level in 2011. 
 
The Commission’s rules do not permit any level of ketoprofen or flunixin to be found in a 
horse’s body.  ARCI’s recommended threshold for ketoprofen is 10 nanograms per 
milliliter of plasma or serum and the recommended threshold for flunixin is 20 
nanograms per milliliter of plasma or serum.  In addition, ARCI sets out lower thresholds 
for phenylbutazone and flunixin if they are found in conjunction with other NSAIDs, 
along with higher penalties if those thresholds are violated.  
 
 
C.  Possible Solutions and Impact 
 
The Commission could delete subsection (b) of Rule 319.3 and amend Rule 319.3(d) to 
strike the word “trace.”  This would allow the executive director to set thresholds for any 
therapeutic medication, regardless of whether the amount constituted a trace level. 
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By allowing the executive director greater latitude in setting threshold levels for 
therapeutic medications, the Commission will be able to more quickly adopt any 
changes that ARCI makes to its recommendations.   
 
Adopting the ARCI standards would also establish thresholds for ketoprofen and 
flunixin.  However, if two or more NSAIDs are used in conjunction (stacked) and appear 
in the post-race test, ARCI’s guidelines call for heavy penalties.  To compare:  

 the standard penalty for a first phenylbutazone violation (in a concentration of 2.1 
to 9.9 mcg/ml) is a $250 fine, with no suspension or loss of purse;   

 the standard penalty for a first stacking violation (the presence of more than one 
of the three approved NSAIDs, with the exception of phenylbutazone in a 
concentration below 0.3 mcg/ml) is a minimum $500 fine, 15 day suspension and 
loss of purse.  

 
D.  Support or Opposition 
ARCI’s model thresholds for therapeutic medications were initially proposed by the 
Racing Medication and Testing Consortium after consultation with the American 
Association of Equine Practitioners and The Jockey Club.  These thresholds have been 
adopted by eight states: New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, West Virginia, and Massachusetts.   
 
The Committee on Rules discussed the proposal to amend Rule 319.9 at its meeting on 
July 30, 2013, and referred it to the Safety and Medication Working Group for further 
consideration.   
 
The Safety and Medication Working Group discussed the proposed amendment at its 
meeting on September 10, 2103, at Lone Star Park.  While the Working Group did not 
make a specific recommendation to the Rules Committee, it did express overall support 
for adopting ARCI’s recommendations on Controlled Therapeutic Medications.  In order 
to fully follow the ARCI recommendations, the current rules must be modified. 
 
E.  Proposal 
 
RULE 319.3.  MEDICATION RESTRICTED 

(a) Except as otherwise provided by this section, a horse or 
greyhound participating in a race may not carry in its body a 
prohibited drug, chemical, or other substance.  

(b) The maximum permissible plasma or serum concentration of 
phenylbutazone in horses is 2.0 micrograms per milliliter.  

(b)(c) Furosemide at or below the approved tolerance level in a 
horse that has been admitted to the furosemide program is 
permissible. The approved tolerance level shall be published on 
the list of therapeutic drugs posted under subsection (d) of 
this section.  

(c)(d) Levels Trace levels of drugs which are therapeutic and 
necessary for treatment of illness or injury in race animals are 
permissible, provided:  
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(1) the therapeutic drug is on a written list approved by 
the executive secretary, maintained by the commission 
veterinarian, and posted in the commission veterinarians' 
office; and  

(2) the maximum permissible urine or blood concentration of 
the drug does not exceed the published limit, if any, on the 
written list of therapeutic drugs.  

(d)(e) Except as otherwise provided by this chapter, a person 
may not administer or cause to be administered to a horse or 
greyhound a prohibited drug, chemical, or other substance, by 
injection, by oral or topical administration, by rectal infusion 
or suppository, by nasogastric intubation, or by inhalation, and 
any other means during the 24-hour period before the post time 
for the race in which the animal is entered.  

(e)(f) A positive finding by a chemist of a prohibited drug, 
chemical, or other substance in a test specimen of a horse or 
greyhound collected before or after the running of a race, 
subject to the rules of the commission relating to split 
specimens, is prima facie evidence that the prohibited drug, 
chemical, or other substance was administered to the animal and 
was carried in the body of the animal while participating in a 
race. 
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Texas Racing Act 
Article 9A. Texas Derbies 

Sec. 9A.001. Texas Derbies. 
(a) The commission shall establish as Texas Derbies the following annual stakes races:  

(1) one race open to three-year-old Thoroughbreds;  
(2) one race open only to three-year-old Texas-bred Thoroughbreds;  
(3) one race open to three-year-old quarter horses; and  
(4) one race open only to three-year-old Texas-bred quarter horses.  

(b) For a Texas Derby open only to Texas-bred horses, the respective official state breed 
registries and the official horsemen's organization shall develop:  

(1) the race conditions and entrance qualifications; and  
(2) the preference system used to determine the race finalists.  

(c) Each class 1 racetrack that is awarded a Texas Derby that is not limited to Texas-bred horses 
shall develop for the derby:  

(1) the race conditions and entrance qualifications; and  
(2) the preference system used to determine the race finalists.  

(d) The race conditions and qualifications and preference systems developed for the Texas 
Derbies under Subsection (b) or (c) of this section are subject to review and approval by the 
executive secretary.  
(e) The commission shall set the date of and the location for each Texas Derby. Each Texas 
Derby must be held annually at the class 1 racetrack determined by the commission. The 
commission shall determine the location of each Texas Derby in consultation with:  

(1) each class 1 racetrack;  
(2) the official state breed registries; and  
(3) the official horsemen's organization.  

(f) The commission may sell the right to name a Texas Derby. The commission shall deposit the 
proceeds from the sale of the right to name a Texas Derby into the Texas Derby escrow purse 
fund established under Section 9A.003 of this article.  
(g) The date of the initial Texas Derby may not be earlier than January 1, 2015. This subsection 
expires January 1, 2016.  
 
Sec. 9A.002. Inspection and Examination of Horse. 
(a) For each Texas Derby, the commission shall appoint a state veterinarian to conduct a prerace 
examination of each horse entered in the race to determine whether the horse is healthy and 
meets standards set by commission rule for racing.  
(b) The examination may include any procedure that the state veterinarian considers necessary to 
make the determination required by Subsection (a) of this section.  
(c) The examination may be conducted at any time before the race. 
 
Sec. 9A.003. Texas Derby Escrow Purse Fund. 
(a) The commission shall establish a Texas Derby escrow purse fund.  
(b) The commission shall by rule establish a schedule of entrance fees for participants in each 
Texas Derby. A portion determined by the commission of each entrance fee shall be deposited in 
the Texas Derby escrow purse fund.  
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(c) Notwithstanding Section 3.09 of this Act or any other law, the commission by rule shall 
determine a portion of the fees, charges, and other revenue collected under this Act to be 
deposited to the credit of the Texas Derby escrow purse fund as reasonably necessary to maintain 
competitive purses for each Texas Derby.  
(d) The commission by rule may assess under this Act additional charges and fees, including gate 
fees, to supplement the funds otherwise deposited in the Texas Derby escrow purse fund under 
this section.  
(e) The commission may not:  

(1) use funds from the accredited Texas-bred program under Article 9 of this Act or the 
escrowed purse account under Section 6.091(e) of this Act to fund the Texas Derby 
escrow purse fund; or  
(2) order a breed registry to fund a purse for a Texas Derby, make contributions to the 
Texas Derby escrow purse fund, or pay the expenses of a Texas Derby race.  

(f) Other than as provided by this section, no other state revenue may be deposited to the credit 
of the Texas Derby escrow purse fund. 
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CURRENT RULE REVIEWS 

CHAPTERS 309 & 311 
 

Texas Government Code § 2001.039 requires state agencies to review all current rules 
to determine whether the reasons for initially adopting the rules continue to exist. The 
review must be conducted not later than the fourth anniversary of the date on which the 
rule takes effect and every four years after that date. The state agency must readopt, 
readopt with amendments, or repeal a rule as the result of reviewing the rule.  
 
On June 19, 2012, the Commission opened the review of Chapter 309, Racetrack 
Licenses and Operations. Notice of the review was published in the July 6, 2012, edition 
of the Texas Register (37 TexReg 5137).  The Commission received no comments on 
the rule review in response to the notice other than the comments received in response 
to individual rule proposals. 
 
On August 14, 2012, the Commission opened the review of Chapter 311, Other 
Licenses. Notice of the review was published in the August 31, 2012, edition of the 
Texas Register (37 TexReg 6943).  The Commission received no comments on the rule 
review in response to the notice other than the comments received in response to 
individual rule proposals. 
 
The Table of Contents for each chapter is attached. A notation has been placed beside 
each rule that has been repealed, added, or amended during the review process.   
 
Staff recommends that the Commission readopt the remaining rules of Chapters 309 
and 311.  
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CHAPTER 309. RACETRACK LICENSES AND OPERATIONS 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Subchapter A. Racetrack Licenses 
Division 1 General Provisions 
 Sec. 309.1. Racetrack Licenses. (Amended February 19, 2013) 
 Sec. 309.2. Criteria 
 Sec. 309.3. Racetrack License Application Procedure 
 Sec. 309.4. Information for Background Investigation 
 Sec. 309.5. Restrictions on Licensing 
 Sec. 309.6. Order for Security for Compliance 
 Sec. 309.7. Horse Racetrack Application Fees 
 Sec. 309.8. Racetrack License Fees 
 Sec. 309.9. Denial, Suspension and Revocation of Licenses 
 Sec. 309.10. Notice and Curative Right to Debt Holders 

Sec. 309.11. Fees for Requests to Approve a Transfer of Pecuniary 
   ........  Interests 

 Sec. 309.12. Fees for Requests to Approve Change of Location 
 
Division 2 Active and Inactive Racetrack Licenses 
 Sec. 309.51. Designation of Active and Inactive Racetrack Licenses 
 Sec. 309.52. Review and Renewal of Inactive Racetrack Licenses 
 Sec. 309.53. Ownership and Management Review of Active Racetrack  
  ..........  Licenses (Adopted April 9, 2013) 
 

Subchapter B. Operation of Racetracks 
Division 1 General Provisions 
 Sec. 309.101. Duty of Association 
 Sec. 309.102. Exemption or Deferred Compliance 
 Sec. 309.103. Construction and Renovation of Racetrack Facilities 
 Sec. 309.104. Compliance Inspections 
 Sec. 309.105. Reimbursement of Breeders’ Cup Costs.  
 
Division 2 Facilities and Equipment 

Sec. 309.111. Comfort and Safety.  
Sec. 309.112. Maintenance 
Sec. 309.113. Accessibility by Disabled Persons 
Sec. 309.114. Restrooms 
Sec. 309.115. Refreshments 
Sec. 309.116. Complaints 
Sec. 309.117. First Aid 
Sec. 309.118. Regulatory Office Space and Equipment 
Sec. 309.120. Parking for Licensees 

13 of 24



Sec. 309.122. External Communication 
Sec. 309.123. Internal Communication System 
Sec. 309.124. Public Address System 
Sec. 309.125. Photofinish Equipment 
Sec. 309.126. Videotape Equipment 
Sec. 309.127. Maintenance of Negatives and Videotapes 

 Sec. 309.128. Lighting 
 Sec. 309.129. Automatic Banking Machines 
 Sec. 309.130. Attendance 
 Sec. 309.131. Breathalyzer Machine 
 Sec. 309.132. Approval of Equipment 
 
Division 3 Operations 

Sec. 309.151. Change of Ownership, Board of Directors, or Management  
 Committee. (Amended August 13, 2013) 

Sec. 309.152. Records 
 Sec. 309.153. General Security 
 Sec. 309.154. Stable or Kennel Area 
 Sec. 309.155. Stable/Kennel Area Visitors Pass 
 Sec. 309.156. Incident Reports and Accident Records 
 Sec. 309.157. Fire Prevention 
 Sec. 309.158. Insect Control 
 Sec. 309.159. Alcoholic Beverages 
 Sec. 309.160. Vendors 

Sec. 309.162. Management, Totalisator Companies, and Concessionaires  
 ..........    Contracts 

 Sec. 309.163. Fingerprinting 
 Sec. 309.165. Cooperation with Commission 
 Sec. 309.166. Race Information 
 Sec. 309.167. Organizational Chart 
 Sec. 309.168. Hazardous Weather 

Subchapter C. Horse Racetracks 
Division 1 Racetracks 

Sec. 309.201. Applicability.  
Sec. 309.202. Track Length.  
Sec. 309.203. Track Width.  
Sec. 309.204. Elevation and Surface of Track.  
Sec. 309.205. Drainage.  
Sec. 309.206. Rails.  
Sec. 309.207. Maintenance of Track.  
Sec. 309.208. Gates.  
Sec. 309.209. Turf Access Path.  
Sec. 309.210. Lighting.  
Sec. 309.211. Obstacles.  
Sec. 309.212. Official’s Stands 
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 Sec. 309.213. Starting Gates 
 Sec. 309.214. Distance Markers 
 Sec. 309.215. Survey.  
 
Division 2 Facilities for Horses 
 Sec. 309.241. Barns 
 Sec. 309.242. Receiving Barn 
 Sec. 309.243. Stalls 
 Sec. 309.244. Accommodations for Stakes Races 
 Sec. 309.245. Manure Removal 
 Sec. 309.246. Hay and Feed Storage 
 Sec. 309.247. Maintenance of Common Areas 
 Sec. 309.248. Pre-race Holding Area 
 Sec. 309.249. Paddock 
 Sec. 309.250. Test Barn 
 Sec. 309.253. Postmortem 
 Sec. 309.254. Equine Ambulance 
 Sec. 309.255. Chase Vehicle.  
 
Division 2 Facilities for Licensees 
 Sec. 309.281. Jockeys 
 Sec. 309.282. Living Quarters for Licensees 
 
Division 3 Operations 
 Sec. 309.291. Racing Hours 
 Sec. 309.292. Number of Races 
 Sec. 309.293. Saddle Cloth 
 Sec. 309.294. Starting Crew 
 Sec. 309.295. Condition Book 
 Sec. 309.296. Official Program 
 Sec. 309.297. Purse Accounts 
 Sec. 309.298. Stakes and other Prepayment Races 
 Sec. 309.299. Horsemen’s Representative 

Subchapter D. Greyhound Racetracks 
Division 1 Facilities and Equipment 

Sec. 309.301. Applicability.  
Sec. 309.302. Track Specifications.  
Sec. 309.303. Track Surface. 
Sec. 309.304. Watering Equipment.  
Sec. 309.305. Starting Boxes.  
Sec. 309.306. Escapes.  
Sec. 309.307. Lures.  
Sec. 309.308. Video Monitoring System.  
Sec. 309.309. Lockout Kennel.  
Sec. 309.310. Walkway.  
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Sec. 309.311. Kennel Compound.  
Sec. 309.312. Turnout Pens.  
Sec. 309.313. Kennel Buildings.  
Sec. 309.314. Sprint Path 

 Sec. 309.315. Test Area 
 Sec. 309.316. Emergency Care Facility 
 Sec. 309.317. Facilities and Equipment Maintenance Personnel 
 
Division 2 Operations 
 Sec. 309.351. Kennel Contracts 
 Sec. 309.352. Texas Preference 
 Sec. 309.353. Dismissal of Kennel 
 Sec. 309.354. Stakes Entry 
 Sec. 309.355. Grading System. (Amended August 13, 2013) 
 Sec. 309.356. Draw and Post Position Assignment 
 Sec. 309.357. Schooling 
 Sec. 309.358. Racing Restricted 
 Sec. 309.359. Live Lures 
 Sec. 309.360. Marathons 
 Sec. 309.361. Greyhound Purse Account and Kennel Account 
 Sec. 309.362. Number of Greyhounds 
 Sec. 309.363. Official Program 
 Sec. 309.364. Identification System 
  

16 of 24



CHAPTER 311. OTHER LICENSES 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
Subchapter A. Licensing Provisions 
Division 1 Occupational Licenses 

Sec. 311.1. Occupational Licenses (Amended December 18, 2012) 
 Sec. 311.2. Application Procedure (Amended December 18, 2012) 

Sec. 311.3. Information for Background Investigation (Amended  
December 18, 2012) 

 Sec. 311.4. Occupational License Restrictions 
 Sec. 311.5. License Fees (Amended December 18, 2012, and June 11,  
  2013) 
 Sec. 311.6. Denial, Suspension and Revocation of Licenses 
 Sec. 311.7. Renewal of Licenses 
 Sec. 311.8. Correction of Incorrect Information 
 
Division 2 Other Licenses 
 Sec. 311.52. Spouse's License 
 
Subchapter B. Specific Licensees 
 Sec. 311.101. Horse Owners (Amended December 18, 2012) 
 Sec. 311.102. Greyhound Owners (Amended December 18, 2012) 
 Sec. 311.103. Kennel Owners 
 Sec. 311.104. Trainers 
 Sec. 311.105. Jockeys 
 Sec. 311.106. Veterinarians 
 Sec. 311.107. Lessee/Lessor 
 Sec. 311.108. Authorized Agent 
 Sec. 311.109. Mutuel Employees 
 Sec. 311.110. Leadout 
 Sec. 311.111. Jockey Agent 
 Sec. 311.112. Equine Dental Provider (Adopted June 11, 2013) 
 
Subchapter C. Responsibilities of Individuals 
 Sec. 311.201. Applicability 
 Sec. 311.202. Best Effort 
 Sec. 311.203. Ineligible Participant 
 Sec. 311.204. Bribes Prohibited 
 Sec. 311.205. Wagering 
 Sec. 311.206. Influence of Race Prohibited 
 Sec. 311.207. Inhumane Treatment 
 Sec. 311.208. Performance Information 
 Sec. 311.209. Information to Commission 
 Sec. 311.210. Conduct 
 Sec. 311.211. Weapons Prohibited 
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 Sec. 311.212. Duty to Wear Badge 
 Sec. 311.213. Accident Reports 
 Sec. 311.214. Financial Responsibility 
 Sec. 311.215. Contraband 
 Sec. 311.216. Conduct in Stable Area 
 
Subchapter D. Alcohol and Drug Testing 
Division 1 Drugs 
 Sec. 311.301. Use and Possession Prohibited 
 Sec. 311.302. Subject to Testing 
 Sec. 311.303. Method of Selection 
 Sec. 311.304. Taking of Specimens 
 Sec. 311.305. Security of Specimens 
 Sec. 311.306. Medical Review Officer 
 Sec. 311.307. Confidentiality of Results 
 Sec. 311.308. Penalties 
 
Division 2 Alcohol 
 Sec. 311.321. Prohibited Conduct 
 Sec. 311.322. Breathalyzer or Other Test 
 Sec. 311.323. Penalties 
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PROPOSED RULE REVIEWS 
CHAPTERS 313 AND 315 

 
Texas Government Code 2001.039 directs each state agency to review, and consider 
for re-adoption, each of its rules every four years.  During the review, the Commission 
must assess whether the reasons for adopting the rules continue to exist. 

To formally initiate the rule review process, the Commission must vote at a public 
meeting to publish notice in the Texas Register of the Commission’s intention to review 
specific rules.  After the time for public comment has passed, the Commission will take 
one of the following actions in regard to the rules in Chapters 313 and 315:  re-adoption, 
repeal, or re-adoption with revisions. 

If the Commission readopts a rule (with no changes), notice of the re-adoption will 
appear in the Texas Register “Rules Review” section, but the text of the readopted rule 
will not be published. 

Any proposed repeal of a rule or any proposed amendment to a rule will be published in 
the “Proposed Rules” section of the Texas Register, and will be the subject of an 
additional 30-day comment period. 

The Table of Contents for Chapters 313 and 315 are attached below. 
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CHAPTER 313. OFFICIALS AND RULES OF HORSE RACING 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Subchapter A. Officials 
Division 1. General Provisions 

Sec. 313.1. Racetrack Officials 
Sec. 313.2. Duties 
Sec. 313.4. Approval of Officials 
 

Division 2. Duties of Stewards 
Sec. 313.21. Eligibility for Appointment 
Sec. 313.22. General Duties 
Sec. 313.23. Supervision of Entries 
Sec. 313.24. Records and Reports 
Sec. 313.25. Steward’s List 
Sec. 313.26. Posting of Track Condition 
 

Division 3. Duties of Other Officials 
Sec. 313.41. Racing Secretary 
Sec. 313.42. Morning Clocker 
Sec. 313.43. Official Timer 
Sec. 313.44. Paddock Judge 
Sec. 313.45. Clerk of Scales 
Sec. 313.46. Placing Judges 
Sec. 313.47. Patrol Judges 
Sec. 313.48. Commission Veterinarians 
Sec. 313.49. Starter 
Sec. 313.50. Horse Identifier 
Sec. 313.52. Jockey Room Custodian 
Sec. 313.53. Mutuel Manager 
Sec. 313.54. Track Superintendent 
Sec. 313.55. Assistant Racing Secretary 
Sec. 313.56. Stable Superintendent 
Sec. 313.57. Announcer 
Sec. 313.58. Outriders 
Sec. 313.59. Assistant Starters 
Sec. 313.60. Test Barn Technicians 
Sec. 313.61. Horsemen’s Bookkeeper 
 

Subchapter B. Entries, Scratches, and Allowances 
Division 1. Entries 

Sec. 313.101. Entry Procedure 
Sec. 313.102. Intent and Authority 
Sec. 313.103. Eligibility Requirements 
Sec. 313.104. Registration Certificates 
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Sec. 313.105. Changes in Ownership 
Sec. 313.106. Closing Entries 
Sec. 313.107. Draw for Post Position 
Sec. 313.108. Preferred List 
Sec. 313.109. Change in Conditions 
Sec. 313.110. Coupled Entries 
Sec. 313.111. Age Restrictions 
Sec. 313.112. Objection to Entry 
 

Division 2. Scratches 
Sec. 313.131. Scratch Procedure 
Sec. 313.132. Scratch Time 
Sec. 313.133. Scratch Irrevocable 
Sec. 313.134. Obligation to Start 
Sec. 313.135. Scratch by Stewards 
Sec. 313.136. Scratches in Stakes Races 
 

Division 3. Allowances and Penalties 
Sec. 313.161. Responsibility for Correct Weight 
Sec. 313.162. Claim for Allowance 
Sec. 313.163. Improper Claim for Allowance 
Sec. 313.164. Records Conclusive 
Sec. 313.165. Sex Allowance 
Sec. 313.166. Apprentice Allowance 
Sec. 313.167. Prohibited Allowances 
Sec. 313.168. Scale of Weights for Age 
 

Subchapter C. Claiming Races 
Sec. 313.301. Eligibility to Claim 
Sec. 313.302. Claim Procedure 
Sec. 313.303. Effective Time of Claim 
Sec. 313.304. Claim Irrevocable 
Sec. 313.305. Amounts on Deposit 
Sec. 313.306. Transfer of Claimed Horse 
Sec. 313.307. Responsibility for Testing 
Sec. 313.308. Restrictions on Subsequent Use 
Sec. 313.310. Restrictions on Claims 
Sec. 313.312. Protests 
Sec. 313.313. Removal to Avoid Claim 
Sec. 313.314. Disclosure of Mare in Foal 
 

Subchapter D. Running of the Race 
Division 1. Jockeys 

Sec. 313.401. Jockeys to Report 
Sec. 313.402. Weighing Out 
Sec. 313.403. Maximum Overweight 
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Sec. 313.404. Items Included in Weight 
Sec. 313.405. Whips and Other Equipment 
Sec. 313.406. Colors and Number 
Sec. 313.407. Duty to Fulfill Jockey Engagements 
Sec. 313.409. Jockey Mount Fees 
Sec. 313.411. Suspended Jockeys 
 

Division 2. Pre-Race Procedure 
Sec. 313.421. Horses to Pre-Race Holding Area 
Sec. 313.422. Saddling and Equipment 
Sec. 313.423. Parade 
Sec. 313.424. Leaving the Race Course 
Sec. 313.425. At the Starting Gate 
Sec. 313.426. Toe Grabs Prohibited 
 

Division 3. The Race 
Sec. 313.441. The Start 
Sec. 313.442. Interference 
Sec. 313.443. Action by Jockeys 
Sec. 313.444. Dismounting 
Sec. 313.445. Weigh In 
Sec. 313.446. Claim of Interference 
Sec. 313.447. Ramifications of Disqualification 
Sec. 313.448. Dead Heat 
Sec. 313.449. Official Order of Finish 
Sec. 313.450. Time Trial Qualifiers 
 

Subchapter E. Training Facilities 
Sec. 313.501. Training Facility License 
Sec. 313.502. Application for License 
Sec. 313.503. Physical Plant 
Sec. 313.504. Operational Requirements 
Sec. 313.505. Workout Requirements 
Sec. 313.506. Discretion of Officials 
Sec. 313.507. Employees of Training Facilities 
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CHAPTER 315. OFFICIALS AND RULES FOR GREYHOUND RACING 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Subchapter A. Officials 
Division 1. Appointment of Officials 

Sec. 315.1. Required Officials 
Sec. 315.2. Racing Judges 
Sec. 315.3. Substitute Officials 
Sec. 315.4. Dual Appointments 
Sec. 315.5. General Duties 

 
Division 2. Duties 

Sec. 315.31. Racing Judges 
Sec. 315.32. Commission Veterinarian 
Sec. 315.33. Paddock Judge 
Sec. 315.34. Starter 
Sec. 315.35. Clerk of Scales 
Sec. 315.36. Mutuel Manager 
Sec. 315.37. Racing Secretary 
Sec. 315.38. Assistant Racing Secretary 
Sec. 315.39. Chart Writer 
Sec. 315.40. Kennel Master 
Sec. 315.41. Photofinish Operator and Timer 
Sec. 315.42. Association Veterinarian 
Sec. 315.43. Track Superintendent 
Sec. 315.44. Brakeman 
 

Subchapter B. Entries and Pre-Race Procedures 
Sec. 315.101. Registration 
Sec. 315.102. Entry Procedure 
Sec. 315.103. Eligibility to Enter or Start 
Sec. 315.104. Sales and Transfers 
Sec. 315.105. Stakes Race 
Sec. 315.106. Liability for Fees in Stakes Races 
Sec. 315.107. Payments of Nominating, Sustaining and Starting Fees 
Sec. 315.108. Qualifying Time 
Sec. 315.109. Objection to Entry 
Sec. 315.110. Scratches 
Sec. 315.111. Schooling 
 

Subchapter C. Race Procedures 

Sec. 315.201. Racing Weight 
Sec. 315.202. Changes in Established Weight 
Sec. 315.203. Placement in Lockout 
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Sec. 315.204. Paddock to Post 
Sec. 315.205. Equipment 
Sec. 315.206. Operation of Lure 
Sec. 315.207. Leaving the Course 
Sec. 315.208. Interference 
Sec. 315.209. No Race 
Sec. 315.210. Prize Distribution in Dead Heats 
Sec. 315.211. Objections 
 

Subchapter D. Greyhound Breeding Farms 
Sec. 315.250. Standards for Greyhound Breeding Farms 
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