
Comments on Proposed Repeal 
of Historical Racing Rules 

Comment Period: June 26, 2015 - July 26, 2015 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Comments from Legislators .............................................. 1 

Comments from Industry Organizations ........................... 7 

Comments from Racetracks ............................................ 23 

Comments from Other Organizations ............................. 27 

Comments from Individuals ............................................ 31 



Comments from Legislators 

1



June 17, 2015 

Robert Schmidt, Chair  
Texas Racing Commission 
8505 Cross Park Drive #110 
Austin, Texas 78754 

Re: Racing Commission 

Dear Chairman Schmidt, 

As you well know, House Bill 1 (84R) requires that a portion of the Racing Commission’s 
appropriation be subject to the Legislative Budget Board's (LBB) approval. It has come to my 
attention that some of my fellow legislators have attempted to co-opt this provision as an avenue to 
pressure the Racing Commission to end historical racing. Whether or not this sort of pressure is 
legal or appropriate, I oppose such efforts. 

The Texas horse industry creates thousands of jobs, and hundreds of small businesses rely on it as a 
sector of our agricultural economy. As a member of the Small Business and Economic 
Development Committee, I am concerned about the potential fallout of any attempt to end 
historical racing. 

Current historical racing rules are the matter of pending litigation. Accordingly, the 84th Legislature 
did not take any actions on historical racing, and instead opted to await any rulings. The Racing 
Commission and the horse industry it regulates deserve “their day in court.”  In the absence of a 
clear legislative directive, it is wholly inappropriate for the LBB or legislators to attempt to leverage 
any funding authority into repealing these rules.  I urge you to resist such pressures and to let the 
courts decide whether these rules are valid or not.   

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact my office at (512) 463-0674. 

Regards, 

Eddie Rodriguez 
State Representative, HD51 
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From: Marsha Rountree 
Sent: Friday, July 24, 2015 1:12 PM
To: info
Subject: HRT

July 24, 2015

Commissioners:

The Texas Horsemen's Partnership represents over 3400 men and women who participate in Texas 
racing, and it is on their behalf that I am writing today.

The THP strongly opposed the publication of the proposed repeal of the Historical Racing rules in the 
Texas Register, and today we strongly oppose the Commission taking action to vote on the repeal of the 
HRT rules.

We are still convinced that the Commissioners had the authority to implement the rules as they were 
written.  Numerous legal opinions have attested to the Commissioners authority to do so, including the 
TXRC General Counsel.

Despite the outrage of a certain legislator over the issue, there was never a single bill proposed to make 
the operation of HRTs illegal in Texas. Legislators in both houses had ample opportunity to file bills 
which would prohibit the use of the terminals, and yet,  not one made a move to do so.

Because there is still an ongoing appeal of a court decision, we are again requesting that you take no 
action to repeal the HRT rules.  As I stated in testimony at the last Texas Racing Commission meeting, 
the horsemen deserve to have their day in court .  

Without new sources of purse money, Texas racing will disappear.  The idea that we can look at this 
issue again in a few years is ludicrous.  These rules, right at this moment, are the only hope that this 
industry has to survive.  A few years down the road.........there won't be enough horsemen or horses in 
Texas to even bother.

Please vote 'no', on the proposed repeal of the rules allowing the operation of Historical Racing 
Terminals at licensed pari-mutuel tracks. 

Sincerely,

Marsha Rountree
Executive Director
Texas Horsemen's Partnership, LLP
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May 26, 2015 
 
Chuck Trout, Executive Director 
Texas Racing Commission 
P.O. Box 12080 
Austin, TX 78711-2080 
 
Dear Executive Director Trout, 
 

On behalf of greyhound protection group GREY2K USA, I am writing to support the 
proposed repeal of rules written to allow instant racing slot machines at Texas racetracks.  In 
light of recent court action and the strong opinions expressed by many lawmakers, and because 
the cruelty of dog racing should not be propped up with other activities, we urge you to proceed 
with a rescission of these rules. 

 
Thank you for your attention to my concerns.  Please include them as part of any 

scheduled meeting on this subject. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Christine A. Dorchak, Esq.  
President 
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Summary of Public Comments from Individuals on Proposed Repeal of Rules Related

to Historical Racing   

Multiple proposed amendments related to the repeal of rules authorizing and regulating 
historical racing at licensed Texas horse and greyhound racetracks were published in the 
Texas Register for a 30-day public comment period on June 26, 2015. Though the public 
comment period officially ran from June 26 through July 26, TxRC staff actually began 
accepting comments on June 4 and, since July 26 fell on a Sunday, staff continued to accept 
comments through July 27. A total of nearly 1,300 comments from individuals were received 
during this period in the form of letters, emails, faxes and petition signatures. All but one of 
the comments were in opposition to the proposed repeal of the historical racing rules. This 
total does not include the comments from legislators, organizations, and racetracks. The vast 
majority of the comments summarized in this section (about 95 percent) were form letters and 
emails, and petition signatures. Please see below for examples and totals. 

Subject: “Agree” Email: 1 (in favor of repeal) 
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Subject: “Do Not Repeal Historical Racing Rules”  Email 225 (opposed) 

“Stand Tall” Letters:  194 (opposed) 

 Emails 41 (opposed) 
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“Ask That You Not Repeal” Letters: 158 (opposed) 
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 “For Over a Decade” Letters: 141 (opposed) 

Emails: 36 (opposed) 
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“A Year Ago” Letters: 88 (opposed) 

  Emails 28  (opposed) 
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SHRP Fan Petition (hard copy): 92 signatures (opposed) 
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Horse Racing Fan Petition (hard copy): 57 signatures (opposed) 
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Greyhound Racing Fan Petition (hard copy): 82 signatures (opposed) 

39



“Please Do Not” Letters: 69 (opposed)
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“Wholeheartedly Appreciate” Emails: 48 (opposed) 

June 3, 2015 

To Whom It May Concern 

Texas Racing Commission 

I wholeheartedly appreciate your support for historical racing, and sincerely regretted the Senate Finance 

Committee's subsequent threat to cut the TRC's funding.  In response, I contacted my legislators in Austin and 

asked them to maintain the TRC's funding (for which $16.7-million was approved).  I  empathize with the 

position you are in, but ask you to leave the historical racing rules in place while the Thoroughbred industry 

considers its options.  I have spoken with many other Thoroughbred owners and breeders and all have 

expressed and appreciate your continued support, and I am personally asking you to keep our best interests in 

mind." 

As a Texas Thoroughbred breeder and racing enthusiast and owner, I sincerely appreciate your consideration to 

resist repealing historical racing.  It is such a sad state of affairs that entertainment dollars pour out of our 

wonderful State of Texas to surrounding states; padding the coffers of those states and robbing Texas from 

benefiting from the dollars that will be spent for enjoyment, anyway.  Let's keep our Texas dollars at work 

here at home! Please continue your support of Texas horse racing and historical racing. 

My sincere thanks for your consideration, 

41



Gillespie County State Fair Patron Petition (hard copy): 30 signatures (opposed) 
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 “Texas Horsemen are Appreciative” Letters:  9 (opposed) 
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